* ter able to judge.

spquent examination, and after heving
hequired a knowledge of the compara-
tively harmless‘-(Stét%c*of ‘the - prisoners,
.it may be'but fair to'considey, whether
insuch a momerit of coffusion and a-
#arm, as that appears to have been, the
~off cer corhmandipg: could have fairly
" estimeated his dangerj-or have measur-.

. &d out with precision the ‘extent and

frature of the force necéssary to guard
against it. S '

But when the firing became general,
nsit afterwards appearsto have done,
and caught with electric rapidity fiom
‘the square to the platforms, there is no
plea nor shadow of ekcuse. for it, ex-
‘vept in the - personal exasperation of
the soldiery, nor for the. more. delib-
arate, and therefore more unjustifiable,

-firing which took place into three of the | p

prisons, No. 1, 3, and 4, but more par-
ticularly into No. 8, after the prisonets
had retired . into thém, and there was’
-no longer any pretence ‘of apprehen.
%ions as to their escape. Upon this
ground, as vou, sir, will perceive by
~the report, Mr. Larpent and myselfhad
no differénce.of opipion,'and I am fully

persuaded that my: iﬂ@ﬁ’&t was not
Ereatertnansa} ¢

Jess would be the dttempt to trace to
~any individuals of the. military these:
‘outrageous proceedings: « - .
As to whether the order to firecame
- from Captain Shortland, I yet confess
. myself unable to form any satisfactory
: opinion, though perhaps the bias of my
mind is, that he did give such an order,
But his anxiety and exertions to stop it
after 1t had continued for some little

time, are fully proved, and his general |,

conduct previous to this occurrence,
- as far as we tould with propriety enter
into such details, appears to have been

characterized with great fairness, and |

even kindness, in the relation in which
he stood towards the prisoners

On the subject of any complaints- az
gainst their own government existing
among the prisoners; it was.invariably
answered to several distinct guestions
put by me on that head, that none what:

socver existed or had been expressed |.

by them,although they confessed them-
selves to entertain some. animosity a-
grainst Mr. Beasley, to-whom they at-
tributed their detentionin this country;
with what justice you, sir, wili be bet-
They made no com-

- plaint whatsoever as to their/provisions

and general mode of living and treat-

* ment in the prison.

I have transmitted to Mr, VBeasIéy a

- 3ist of the killed and wounded on this

melancholy occasion, with a request

- that he would forward it to the United

SBtates for the information of their

- friends at home, and I am pleased to

have it in my power to say, that the

- wounded are for the most part' doing

welle . e
I have also cnclosed to Mr. Beasley
the notes taken by me of the evidence

~ adduced before us, with a'request that

he would have them faitly copied, as
also a copy of the depositions taken bes
fore the Coroner, and desired him to

" gubmit them to you when in order,

1 cannot conclude, sir, without ex-
pressing 1y high sense of the imparti-
ality and manly fairness with which
this inquiry has been conduicted on the
part of Mr. Larpent, not without men-
tioning that every facility was afforded
0 us in its prosecution;as well by the
military officers commanding here and
at the prison, as by the magistrates in
the vicinity. : :

I have the honor to be, with much
respect, your most obedient humble

asrvant. _ )
~ (Signed) ' CHARLES KING.
His Excellency F. Q. ddams, &ee Cre.

rensaresbon

Lonpoxn; April 8, 1815

Sir—=At the request of Lord Castle-
reagh, we have had interviews with
him and Mr. Goulburn on the subject
of the transportation of the American
prisoners now inthis country, to the U-
nited States, and of the late unfortunate

“eventat the depot at Dartmoor.

On the first subject, we agreed to

. advise your acceptance of the proposi-

tion of Lord Castlereagh to transport
the prisoners at the joint expense of

“the two countries, reSérving the con-

_struction of the articles.of the treaty,

which provides for the mutual restora- |

tion of prisoners, for future adjustment.
It was stated by us, and was so-ander-
stood,that the jéintexpense,thns toibe.
incurréd, is.fo compréliend as well the
Tequisite tonnage as'the subsistence of
the prisoners ; and moreover that mea-
sures of precaution should be adopted
relative to theihealth and comfort ofthe
prisoners similar ‘to those which had
taken place in America. - -

The details of ‘this arrangement, -if
you concur with us as to the-expedien-

~.cy of making it, are left to you to scttle

with the proper British authority,

On the other.subject, as a’statement
of the transaction hasbeen received
from the American prisoners, differing
very materially in fact from that which
had resulted from an inquiry instituted
by the port admiral, it hasbeen thought
adyisable Jthat some ~means should be
devised of procuring information as. to
the real state of the:.case, in order on
the one hand, to shewsthat there had

. - ot been any wanton .ordimproper sac~
.. rifice of the lives of American citizens,

«

or, on the other, .to.enable the British
government to punish their civil and

.. military. officers, if"it should appear

“that they hive.resorted to measures of

¢
"g‘;,,_.e».,._A .t

rcelving uuw neip-y-

\

extreme severity without fieéesity, or
with too much precipitation, _
Lb‘t;d'Castlergaghbpr‘opose‘d that the
enquiry shotld be a joint oné, conduct-
ed by a commissionet selected by each
government.  And we bhave thought
such an inquiry most likely to produce
an impartial and satisfactory result,
We presume that you will'have oo
much occupation on the first subject
and the other incidental duties of your
office, to attend to this enquiry in per-
son. On that supposition we have sta»

would recommend to you the selgctiop‘
of Chas.-King, Esq. as a fit person to

government. - If Mr. King will unders
take the business, he will forthwith
roceed to Dartmoor, and in conjunc-
tion with - the DBritish commissioner,

will examine the- persons conceljnqq,
and such other evidence as may be tho't
necessary, and make a joint report on

Esq. Minister Plenipotentiary of the

British government,

Ihe mode of cxecuting this service
‘must be left to the discretion of Mr.
King and bis colleague. If they can
agree upon a narrative of the facts after
having heard the evidence, it will be
better than reporting the whole mass of
testimony in .detail, which they may

cannot cbme to such an agreement.
.~ We are, sir, your obedient “humble

servants,
(Signed)  H.CLAY, N
ALBERT GALLATIN/
R. G. Beuasley, Esq- Erc. Ge.

. Lowbon, April 30, !815,/r

'SIR—In wy letter of the 19th inst,
I informed you of the measures which
had been adopted here in consequence
of the late unfortunate event at [art-
mooer Prison.

‘I have now the honot to transmi thc
copy of a lctter addressed to me by My,
Clay and Mr. Galiatin, relative tq that
occurrence, and to the transportatjon of
the Awmerican prisoners in this coun-
tiy to the United States. :
In the absence of Mr. Adams it be-
comes my duty to’communicate for the
information of our government, the re.
sult of the investigationat Dartmeor. I
inclose a copy of the joint report of the
Commissioners appointed for that pur-
pose, also of a letter from Mr. King to
Mr. Adams, and of a list of the killed
and wounded on that melancholy octa-
sion.. :

I shall leave to Mr. Adams any fur-
ther steps which he may deem it prop-
erto take in this business 1 cannot,
hewever, forhear to notice the errone-
ous impression of the prisoners, t'hat
their dotentlony su luuyg bas Leon ewing
tome. You arcawarc, sir, of my con-
stunt exertions during the war to éffect
their liberation. Immediately on the
signing of the treaty of peace at Gheat,
Irenewed mmy instances on that subject ;
proposing as a condition, that-all the
prisoners who might be delivered over
to me by the British goversment, i
should be .considercd as prisoners of |
war, and notat liberty toscrve until
regularly exchanged, inthe event of
the treaty not being. ratified by the
President. This proposition was’ dee
clined and in a percmptory mannner,
On the receipt of the intelligence of
the ratification from America, § lost'
not a moment in requesting the release
of the prisoners, according tothe terms:
of the treaty, and the number of vessels
which I had hired, as mentioned in my
letter of the 15th, and which are now
on their voyage to the U. Statesy will
sliew that the necessary steps were ta-
ken 'to provide for their immediate
transportation jto their country.” ‘The
prisoners, also, were inform'cd of tlu_ese
measures, and of the exertions which
had beeyy made_from the commence-
ment ¢ return them to their homes
with the least possible delay. There-
fore, weatever may have been their un-
easiness under confinement, and what-
ever hostile feelings they may have had
towards me, as noticed in the reports,
in Mr, King’s letter, I must say with
confidence, that I could not prevent the
one nor have I deserved the other.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most
obedient humble servant, - ,

" " R.G.BEASLEY. -
The hororablefobh Masap, &c- X &.

) D SIS S S e oe

From Cobbett’s Weekly Register.

TO THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL.
On the MNuavel. Force of the United
States of America. _

My Lorp—From the beginning, and’
before the beginning of the late war
with America, I thoughtit my duty to
warn you, that one of the consequences
of that war would be the creating of a
great naval force in that country, [
.endeavored to describe to yow'the im.
mense means of America for such a
purpose. Her firie rivers, bays,and hars
bors ; her excellent ship builders ; her
hemp, iron, pitch and timber, all of her
own produce,and,above all, her match-
less seamen. Of the truth of this ac.
count you and your colleagues must,
by this time, be pretty well convinced ¢
but I cannot help quoting, and address-
ing to you a paragraph, fromthe Times
newspaper of the 16th inst; in the fol.
lowing words = Extract of aletter from

ted to the British government that we,

conduct - it in bebalf of the American |

who may be appointed.on the accasiony’

the facts ofthe case toJohn Q. Adams,

‘United States at this court and to the

perhaps find it necessary to day 1f they |,

. } could ;be: Sure of doing all this in the

K
R U

“oGongres have at length determined
to have a. navy; abill has passed-the
Legislatire appointing a navy board.—
Gomiodores Hull, Bainbridge, & Rod-
:gers, itig expected will be appointed
admirals,and put in commission. A
very powerful force, under the com-
‘mandof Com. Bainbridge,'is now fitting
out for Algiers ; it will consist of two
new 74 gun ships, 5 frigates, and 10
sloops of war, 'If I jam not mistaken,
the Algerines will ru¢ the day, when
they .provoked the- vengeance of our
tars.: ‘The Guerriere, under the com-
mand of Morgan, sailed from this port
yest{rday for New-York, where she is
to-b¢ joined by the Constellation and
Javydrigates, from the Chesapeake, &
the United States and Macedonian from
‘Lot Island "Sound ; “three frigates,
witl six sloops ‘of war from the first
diviion against Algiers, and it is, said
that.2,000 of ‘Brown’s rifle veterans
“will go with the squadron. The whole
natig is decided for anavy : the Penn-.
‘sylania, a 74 gun ship, will be launch--

exuaordinarly than true, with what dis-

lpgfg{h-{hey build- their ships of war in
this country. The Peacock,of 18 guns,
was built at New-York in 18 working
days ! The Wasf: was built at Ports-
pouth, N. H. 'in..twenty days! The
1 Superior, Commodore Chauacey’s flag
'ship, of 64 guns on Lake Ontario, took
up only thirty days from the laying of
her keel until she had all the guns on
board, and was ready fora cruize. Itis
said conigress intend to have the frames
of the lake squadron removed to the At-
lantic.” Now what does your Lord.
ship think ofthis? Do you think that
itindicates any thing of that desire, of
which yoy, were pleased to speak some
time ago, on the part of the American
people to put themselves under the
protection of His Mujesty’s Govern-
ment! Ort, do you begin to think with
me, that it indicates the specdy appear.
ance of an American fleet of 20 ships
of the line and as many f{rigates on the
"ocean? Recally, my lord, this is of far
greater consequence to us, and to the
world, than the erecting of Hanover &
Holland into kingdoms.  The« regu-
lar government” of Algiers will now
find, I dare say, thatit must change its
course ; but the American navy will
not be employed solely against this ve.
ry “regular government.”’ It will, and
it must make a figure in the world.—
It must act a great part. Four years
will swell ittoa respectable size. Be-
fore the end of that time, if we have
war..with France, 1 predict, that we
shall see an American fleet of great
force and carrying its ¢ bits of striped
bunting” across the Atlantic.”

It js for you, my lord, who are a
statesman and a prime minister, and for
your bright colleague, who has recent-
ly returned {rom Vienna, it'is for you
and not for me, to' say, precisely, what
will be ‘the consequence of this very
important change in‘the naval power of
the world; but, as itis a Yankee sub-
jecty I will venture to guess, that the
friendship of ‘Jonrathen will soon begin
to be courted by every nation who lias
either ships or commerce: and, that, e-
ven already, some ot them' have théir
cyes upon alliances to be torined with
him,in order to deprive us of the pow-
er of exercising a mastership on the
high seas. At present the main use that
I would make of the above information
isy to urge it on you as a reason for re-
maining at peace with France, [ do

to know - what the people -in that couu-
-try will think of the threatened war in
Europe. I know they will-not have pa-
tience to read one single article in the

Times Newspaper, without throwing it
.down and <¢rying out for more ships to
be built and manned. - The war ended
ina way *. prevoke and at the same
time to encourage them. The past,
the future, resentment, glory: every
thing Wwill concur'in favoring wishes
for a new contest; and, though they
build ships’very quickly in peace, they
would do it more ‘quickly in war.-

. Some:will 8ay, that, sceing this dan-
ger, we ought, without delay, to fall
upon Napoleon, and to destroy him,
conquer France, and burn or capture
all*her fleet, before the Americans have
time to build-a large flect. - Yes, if you

course- of “this summer. . But, if you
should fail. . Failure is possible. We
may,:indeed, do.all that is wished ; but,
we may be obliged to come to a peace
“without doing any- part of it; nay, we
_may, agiin the war of 1793, draw the
French armies out of France to over
run our Allies. Louis le Desire as-
“cribes ‘the former successes of Napo-
Jeon to providence, who permitted him,
for a while, to mike conquests.. But,
as Providence has permitted him to
come back.to France, and even to put
out thegBourbons,; why may not Provi-
dence permit him, in case France isat-
tacked, first.to defend her, and then to
sally forth in pursuit of herassailants ?

If this should be the case, I think we
may. rely upon seeing the American
admirals in our seas; and, theretore,
this should-come in as an item on our
.estimates of the *consequences of war,
if now made.against France. With a
stout.American fleet at sea, our West
.India colonics,and the Azores, belong-
ing-to our ally; Portugal,” would be in

Philadelphia, dated the 17¢h of March ‘

\ ~ o

ed ¢ this place in the month of May. | 501, of Algiers, may lead to impor-
Lage quantities of timber are daily| tant consequences, it is proper to insert
br ;down the Delavare & Schuyl~| here the grounds of this war, as. far.as
1 kil hip building. - It is no more | we can come at them.. We havée Amers.

not want to see an American newspapey [

any thing but.a-satisfactory state. ' Inj little while since—how wretclicd, how

short, it would require: 'ﬁ'ftj{' ships“of
the line, -and fifty frigates to defend
them all. - The slave trade would soon
be at an end; and-the-whole face of the
niaval ahd commercial world would be
changed. The fleets of France would
revive. Example, emulation, have
powerful effect,” I beg you to think
well, and in time, of these ‘things. 1
beg you to take your eyes for a little,
from Hanover and Belgiuny, and to cast
them on the other side of the Atlantic,
where you will see what is much move
dangérous to England than‘is the army-
of Napoleon, numerous and‘brave as
that army may be,

Iam, &c. | o
- Wwm. COBBETT.

Botley, Vtth May, 1815, :
From Cobbett’s RegistérmmMay 27.

AMERICA® ALEIERS.
As:the war, which has now begun
between the ¢:Democratic Rulers” of
Amervica and the “ Regular Govern-

“ican official ‘accouiits .only. America
has-a tellstale sort of government. It
has no state secrets. It blubs out the
proceedings in negotiations, while the
negotiators arestill assembled. Not so
the Regular Government.of Algiers,
which is one of the “.ancient and ven-
erable-institutions’ which the Bosto-
nian Noblesse so much admire; one of
the “ gems in the crown of ancient glo-
ry,” of whieh Mr., Chateaubriand
speaks so feelingly and so foolishly ; one’
of the Unks in the chain of the “social
system” which has recently been under
the hammers of sa many able artizans
at Vienna,. The-Reguiar Government
of Algiers does not make any firefaces
to war. It observesa dignified silence
till it has actually begun and made some
frrogressinthe war!  Till it has made
a good hall of the enemy’s ships, before
he knoivs that he is looked upen as an
enemy. This is the practice of the
Rcgular Government ; the ¢ ancient and
venerable institution’” in Algiers. I
shall now insert, first, anaccount of the
grounds of war from the WNational In-
telligencer, published at Washington;
next the report of Congress upen the
subject; and last, the Act of Congress
declaring war against Algiers. For,
the veader will observe, thatin the Ir-
regular government of America, war
cannot be declared by the Chief Magis-
trate, without the consent of the peo..
ple’s real répresentatives. I reserve a
few rémarks to follow the ‘documents.
Here follow the report of the com-
mittee of which Mr: Gaston was chair-
man, &c. and the act of ‘Congress on
the subject of the Algerin&war.]
There:is one circumstance connectad
with this Algerine war, which I think
worty of particular notice ; angl that is,
this Regular Government began, it ap-
pears, its depredations on thie. Ameri-
cans, just as these latter.were entering
upon war with US! some of our madest
and honest gentlemen; some of our
most sonorablec men, have called Amer
ica an assassin, because she made war
against us, while we were at war with
Napoleon. What will they say now of
the venerable head of this African state ?
The same Aonorable worthies have said
that because America wentto war with
us, while we had to fight Napoleon, she
was the slave of Napolean. But [ hope
they will not apply this reasoning to
the pfesent war between America and
Algiers: I fervently hope, that no one
will pretend, that because Algiers went
to war with America, while America
had to fight with us, Algiers was the
slave of England! As to the result of
the war, I have no doubt, that the Dey
will not have to rejoice much at the
success of his undertaking., A dry
blow instead of millions of dollars is
likely'to be his portion. Asan Eng-
lishman, I must wish that the Aigerines
may be beaten by those, who have, un-
fortunately, so often beaten my own
countrymen.. The Times newspapsr
has told us, that it 18 suspected, that
the Algerine war is, with .America,a
PRETEXT forincreasing her novy.—
“Indeed, Dogtor; and; in what civilian
have you discovered that America is
restrained from augmenting her navy
at her fileasure 2 What need has she of
fpretexts 2 I know, indeed, that a-
mongst your other follies, you did, du-
ring last summer, insist upon it that in
making peace with America; she should
at last, be compelled to.szifiulate not to.
have any shifis of war beyond a certain
size and number. But the stipulation
was not obtdined ; and now," instead of
big words and menaces,.you throw. out
your suspectings for the cogitations of
the wise John Bull. . Away driveller.!
and await a similar fate to your predic-
tions as to the humiliation of Frange. -

THE FIRE AT PETERSBURG.

Lirom the Petersburg Intelligencer.

The gay, the flourishing town of Pe-
tersburg has been visited by a calamity,
which for the suffering, the distress,.
the wretchedness it has caused, may
be truly termed,.if languageHave the
power adequately to paint its hprrors;
unparalleled, overwhelming, drgadful !
Great God ! to think "what “an’ ‘awful
change a few short hours have produ-
ced ! How happy, how clieerfgl, how

‘when they are informed that the

gloomy, Tiotr desponding neiy i fR:
prosperous merchiant 6r meéchyy
tent with bis Iot, pleased withy; 8
est'gains, bagking in plenty, ah'd‘
ling ip the smiles of friendshiy.
joys of domestic bliss; idly indy) Ml E
fattering anticipation, that sop, B
misforiune, long straggers (o |, I1
om, would never twine theiy , '
folds around him, nor mix théi},
with the -happiness of life. g,
though vain, delusive fatal 8
which destroys, levels with th, Jle™
those Fairy edifices itself had m, REr
Where now is that long. line of IS
ings, from which the busy myll
would issue, a8 bees from a hiye
pursuit of their various avocatly,
upon which their proud lords
gaze, and triumphantly boast theBEK
id and substantial wealth-'-defﬁ
elements, in their worst fur', 5
prive them of ! Alas! the 8%
smoke which wafts their destryc B’
the Heavens—the tumbling wa) i
heaps of agies—the groups of n38
ble beings, houseless and wretchol
where they unoE have stoode—a n
choly wreck ! ' -
Let these feelings be excused
spring from the heart ! "We 1§
had our share of calamity—1ve to§
known what it was to be throwp] b
the ' charity -of our. friends, wiy %
home to shelter us ! Yet )
was but a drop in the vast ocean §
row, whose troubled waves over§
and destroy. the fondest hopes,
blight the fairest prospects
friends and fellow-townsmen. §
‘Last Sunday night, about hyj
nine o’clock, the cry of fire was|)
in our streets ; a volume of fam.s
ing burst through the roof of
wooden building, inva cluster of
houses, kitchens, stables, &c. @
same materfals, between Bollingd
and Back-streets—communicati}
stantly, the fire rose toan awful
and spread with the rapidity of Jg&
ning.  Simultaneously bending i§
tructive fury north, east and we
whole of Bollingbrook and the @&
side of Back-street were entiref§
sumed, from the intersection ol
more to the lane below Mr. Davi
ertson’s, which crosses from ¥
brook to Back-street, and from
to the late residence of Mrs. Ma
ling. Having reached the head
lingbrook, it was hoped that th
ing up of both the corner housesf§
impede its progress. This wa
ceffectually done ; but so far
smothering, it seemed to ag:
the fury of the potent element.
with renewed vigor, in spite ofr
effort, the corner of the row of b
on the west side of Sycamere ant§
ting the head of Bollingbrook-i
one of which wasoccupied as th
‘of the Petersburg Futclligencer,
soon ina blaze. The new ande
building of Mr. Francis Lynch§
caught, and ina few minutes the 4
of the commercial part of Sycad
street from Bank to Old-street§
.sented one solid mass of fire !
effort was now made to prevent
king hold on Old-street. The tv
ner howses, on opposite sides,
frontof Sycamore, were Yiown up
their fragments levelled with the ¢}
But all would not do-~seizing i
and south at the same time, the-f}
ran parallel as faras the new brick#
ding of Mr. John B, Read, onthe
side, and the wooden tenement exq
opposite, in the occupancy off
Simpson. Here, with unparallelej
ertion, it wasat leagth yot under ; &
ing raged with destructive fury n
nine hours and a half. About FI
HUNDRED HOUSES, princip
stores and shops, are calculated to
been destroyed—mmong them the
ket House and Theatre. The |
property is estimatedat THREE ]
LIONS OF DOLLARS !

Many lives were lost ; their ba
are to be seen among the ruins, b
is not known who the sufferers wi
Three persons -are said to Waye
blown up in the explosion at the
Sycamore, one of them a young
by the name of Myers, late in the
ployment of Mr. Thomas Walls
two or three children were -burmnt
death in the lower part of Bollingbrog
and the bleach burnt bones of one
fortunate victim were tobe seén at
back door of the tenement latey o
pied as our office. Many ‘more

-doubtless perished—for it was with§l
utmost difticulty that a great nunf§
of the citizens, animated by a noble
to save the property of their friendi§
neighbors, could be restrained from
tering the houses even after matcig
had been fixed to blow them oA
oms. a3
The citizens generally manifestcifR’
disposition to save the town ;. but #e8*
was confusion and dismay from: Ujg:
commencement. No one seemed VS
ling to assume responsibility, ortot#§
a leading part. Several Engines i
peared upon the ground—but they 3
as well have been suffered to rem%
in their houses. They were of no
vice. Their puny efforts resemb/§
the pouring of a drop of water int'}lf:
lake of unquenchable fire !,
Qur distant readers may form o9
idea of the solemn horrors ef the nig

was' distinctly seen -in  Richmond,’
miles from Petersburg~—and thatat

.gay, how-animated, how joyou$ but a

o
b

{

“Wind at least ten miles from the toW §

flakes were obsetvéd to ride on ¥

! &



