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A few words wil] suffice to explain
the origin of the following lettéfs, In
afate number of the British Quarterly
Review, there appeared a basely abu-
sive attack on the character of Com.
PorTER, the accomplished herg of the
Essex.  Thisarticle we did not notice,
nor did we copy the comments that-had |
been made on it, because it appeared
| to us unworthyeven of castigation,—-.
Me Cobbetr, the celebrated Rritish
writery has, through the medinm of his
Register, addressed” the Commodore
on this subject, in an arucle which we
we have tuken the liberty to insert be-
B Jow, as being the ground-work of the

| Leter inrepiy toit, We are pleased
atthe opportunity of spreading Capt,

Porter’s letter before the Pubiic eye. |

National Lite ligencer,
{From Cobbett’s R gister of April 27.]

TO COMMODORE DAVID PORTER
" OF THE UNITED STATES Navy.

BorLev, 27th Anril, 1816.

Sir—1In the last Quarterly Review
but one, there was -a very base attack
upon your character and conduct.  In
order to ‘convince you, that you ouznt
not to suppose that atl my countrymen
approved of such vile punlications, 1
inserted in No. 11 of this volume,ajet- !
ter to the author or editor of tnat work,
whose nawe is [Filliam G/ .rd. 1
there gave an account of this iiterary
hero ; but in.my statem.at of wnat he
received out of oup taxes, I was, I fnd
guilty of omission whica 1 now pio.
ceed to correct. I said that he had
been rewarded with a sinecurve of more
than SN0L wnder the'titde of Clerk of
the Foreign Lstreats, and that he « s a
Cummiscioner of the Lottery. DBut I
now fiud that he hos another place ;
that is, plice of % Paymaster of the
DBand of Gentlemen Pensioners at
3004 a vear. A inost suitehie office,
you will say for the whipper in of a sct
of hired Reviewers! Wt particatar
Band of pénsioners this niay e 1 do
not know.
may be reviewers ; if so sir, I'lcave
you to gusss what a chance the journas
of vour celebrated cruize siood i their
hands ! : ; _

I gase oh account in No. 11 of the
conduct »f this weitet in the cases of
Peter Pindar and Anthony Pasquin, and
also of the-conduct and char clerofthe
Judge Keonvon. In -shorg, I shewes
what the haseness of Reviewing really
was, in England.  But sir, I must a
gain beg of you and your countrymen
and all foreigners; 1o keep Your eye
steadly fixed upan this fact that wri-
ters like Mr. Gifford, are in this coun-
ty.absolutely in pay of the govermne:ity
thisis to ray, they Hve upoi the tax®s;
and of course assist in producing pau-
perism and misery. This is not the
case in vour country. Thete a writet
if he ger rich, orif he live by the peus’
must receive his incoine Trow the' peo-
ple who voluntarily buy bis works.—
There he need care little about his

_réaders—his srayers are the only per-
8ons he need care forg or that he duves
tare for. This siiter must have
known very well how base it was in
him to assault yonr character, in the
Manner that he did ; what a shamefut
Prostitution of talent he was guilty of;
but his mind had for many years been
made up to that, and had been scared d-
gainst all reflections of this sort.

You will natuvally ask, how tve can tol-
trate, how we can endure; how we tan
submit to see out money raised from
Us in taxed, and earned with our sweat
and alrost with our very bloud ; you
will naturally ask, how we can submit
10 see or money given toa man like:

this, while we see nearly tivo millions |

of paupers overspread the fand.  Ifin-
déed, he had evee in his whole lifetime
rendered any sort of service to the
countty 3 if he had served, at dhy time

{ more memorable.

Yepresentsthe lhsseX (o have been cap:

Perhaps the whole Bapd |

- robbeYy of the people;: .

However sir, [ think'I can now defy
M- Gifford’s talent at falsehood and |
deception us far as relates to America;
andif he contimie-to deceive the people
here those people are not to be pitied.
He 1s-oive of: those, whose lavours,
though they. tend to-keepthe delusion
for .a while, - will i1i-the end, make the
fall of the tyranny miore complete and

e - >

I have the pleasure to assure you,
that every one, whom I have heard
speak on the subject, has reprobated
the cowardly and viperous atlack made
on -you by this sinecure assailant; buy,
strange as you will think it very few

-persons--here know. that his--statement

tured by ome Lnglish suip is a false-
hood ! There is bardly any oncin kng-.
land, onit of the pale of adintralty, wuo
does not firmly believe thal you were
beaten and capturea-by the Phoebe a-
lone ! Butif you could know toe state
of our piess, you would g:'ot \'vonder at
this. . As toallmatters, relating to the:
war with A mebica, tois nation gencral-
ly speaking; are nearly as ign‘orax?t as
are the dogs abyd hpl'ses'.r A iar ow-
‘ever as truth has inade.its way wx_th{ re.
gard 1o ity exploitss t.hf:y have rucel'ye‘d
the admiration whicivis (lllp to them
and there are many men i England, a-
mangst whom I.aie oney who INUSL Sin-
terely wish you health, bappinuss and
suecass in your present imporiantems=
ployment of adding to the strength qi
thut navy, towards the bone of whica
vou have so larrely contributed. We,
who enteptain: these wishes, are viry
far Trom desiring to sze the POWEr ully
fame: of our "()wﬁ ('()1!“?.!'}"(ljll)i!)!ﬁ?]‘(rri..
We are for the prasperity and honor 04
agland in prefercnce to those ot ail
the rest of the world., Bty we by no
fmesng heljeve, that the overturnling ol
voursyetem of government, HE l!?c CX-
tnepisnine of the example s¢t by you
would tend to the prosperity and nonov
of Eneland, it being impossible foy ;'US
to have an idea of national prosperity
and honos, not accompanicd with real,
liberty, In short, we are not beasts
enoueh to believe, that our prosperity,
oF our honor, would be advanced by
onr cnabling a gang of tyrants, who
are continualiy robbing and insul_uug
s, 10 s‘uhjugx‘-'um oz p oatid, therc#orc,
i1 evory undertaking, which does not
cend to the abridgment of thé kuown
rights of our country, and which do.
el to give to {recdom powerto strug-
cle amainst, and finally to overcome
despotism, we most cordially wish you
sUCeess,
Iam Sir,
Your mncst oherdient anrvaht,
Wa Copnrer.

P. 8. This very minute 1 nave re-
cepved a letter from a gentleman o
Sussex. whom [ never bad the pleasure
to see in my Life, informing me thatac-
cident hag gut into his hands, and that
he has forwarded to me a part of the
gilded rofresy made us of in the vessels
engaged in the ever memavable fight
nn the Serptentine river, shich ropes
I will, as soon as possible; most assur-
edly send to you. Perhans you may
have forgotten tie picee of Noval His-
tory here referved 1o, In 1814, when
the kings, our allies, were in England,
there was a sea-fight in minature con-
irivéd, in order to give them an idea of
our prowess. Tlie scene was a large
fond in one of the parks near London.
H-re vessels were erccted, guns put
on hoard of them and every thing clse
done that was calctilated to give the

action in fine style; the coutest was
uncommonl§ obstinate 3 buttat last pos#
Jonathan was compelled to haul down
nig ¢ bits of strified bunting,”’ and
¢ submit to our gallant and magnanim-
ous tars.” At this result of the com-
bat, not less than perhaps two hiundred
thousand voices made the air ring with
shouts of trivinph; while, at very neav-

of real LEoglish ships were halling
down tHeir colors to dn inferior Amer-
ican squadron, commanded by Comiao-

We whoreally love ot country, donot
think her Zonored in victories like that
of the Serpentine river; nor, though

our counirymen being defeated, when
we consider them merely as our coun-
trymen, can we lat_xvienthat their aver-
‘throw and humiliation, when we ton+
sider the tools of despotism, employed

of his life in the ardiy, the navy, or in
any other branch of public’ business,

there might be some excuse for the |

heaping- of these sums of money, on
bim ; bnt, to give this man, who was a
$ew years ago tutor to lord Belgrave,

in the work of destroying libérty abicoad,
in order to enablg that despotism more:
firmly to rivet thi¢ chains about our.own
necks: ' '

TO MR, WM. COBBETT, FOTLEY, ENG,

#nd who has never been in any kind of

Public employ, an income equal to that

of § or 6 Livtitenatits 4f the Navy, is;:”
you will sayyan act for which the e‘m‘;{

. Washiigton, July 29, 1316.

'SIR’ S —~ - ‘ g e
" Messfs Gales ghc Seaton, Edi--

tots of the National Intelligencer, did.

ployers of this manought to be‘hauged,lin_e the favor- yesterday to 'send me a

Soe

i
(explained hy nie;a

ter, containing & letrer -addiessed | to
me whicli- I read with much atiention, !
and felt wvself gratified and flattered
by the m)iice you .have"_taken df;me.

which 'you would, have drawn my at.
tefition, and althongh uvacquainted
with the name r_)r "t?\e a\}l’!()l‘ until’ It
was ‘made kiiown to me by your lettep,
I was fully persudded it whs thé ‘pro.
duction of one of those pcnsioned wri<:
ters, Who have for somé time past been
emploved to blacken ouf national chap-
racter, hoping thereby'to make that of
their 6wn country appear by the con-
trast, more fair. -I.consider myself u-

| sed in this.instance only 2s.a staiking-

horse, U B Lo RS
In the.course of my narative I have
tokl seme trotlis; and expressed some

[ 2

i feclings - respecting the . conduct and
) B . . v
British = naval ofiicers, |

character of
which has drawn on me their resent.

ment, as well as that of the Revieiv-

ers My reasons for making known

those truths, and expressing those feel-

ing, have not yet been satistactorily |
ndito you siry 1

give an explandtion as; the firsty and

only Englishman: who bas. ever, o my
| kuowlédge; expressedihis disapproba-

tion of that system of persccauon
which has been practised against e,

from the comnencement vf nostilities

to the presentmoment.

You, sir, have seenyvour prints tcem-
ine with abuse against me; you, s,
have been my oiily advocate in Eng-
tand. 1 have silently horne the insul.s
that have been heapedon e, altho’ I
have seen myscif hung 1 ¢figy veside
our veneraliie and lighly vespected.
chief magistrate ; every epithet that
counld disyrace and add intamy to e
cnaracter of wan bas beeu iost boun-
tifully Javished on me; I have been
cowardly deccived, and basciy attacks
edy, while coufiling in the ncuwrahiy
of a port, and 1 the word of a Britisu
oificer; and waotie be prolfessed 1o me
gratitude and tricndship. 1 have been
crueliy arrested in my progress to my
country, whileconfiding 1 the sacred
“character of a flag of trase, wautomy
insulted in my own feciings, and witz |
‘nessed the insutts 10 which my brave
officers and mien were subjected, whose
wounds and suffering became a mock-
ery to a crucl and overbearing enciny,
1, sir, only cscapsd ihe future persc-
cutions and msuits that were mtended
me, by flught, al tiac nisk ot my iife,
inan open boat. 1 have been, since,
vilely traduced by every petty whelp
in the naval scrvice ol vour King ;1
have been declared by vour adwmirals
and by your captains as bewg beyond
tive pale of hoyovr—threats have offict-
aliv been held torth toward wme, and
scarcely an Boglishiman except those
who nave becfiin my power out hLas
caught the contagion. My prisoners
have had a diff’erent opinion of niy con-
duct and characwet; uuul Jorced to
jowny 2ich the throag aud 1o sail in the
general current of defamation.  Such
condtict on the part oi your people. pro-
duced feelings of rescotment in wmy
breast, and under such circuinstabces
it shotild not bave occasioned surprise
that I bhave in some lnstauces expres-
sed them. I bave. told ouly traws, of
which lot those judge who vest know
British officers. ) nave confined my-
scit Lo the events ol iy cruise, 1 have
feluted none of hose evemts ofa do-
mestic bature, the tecoliecton ol which
still keeps alive the leettnps of every

thing an air of redlity. The finglish
Fleet and the American Lleet came Lo

i manders i Cniet.
‘these things; U leave tais task to the
Huture histotian, woo whije be vindi-

ly the same :noment; a whole squadron |

dore M-Donoughjon Liake Champlain !

we are always sorry to hear of any of !

N

true Amcerican: 1 bave bot toia ol toe
contuct of admwivai Cockburn, ol the
massacres on our frunters, vor ol e
; various robbeiles, rapes, murders, &
which have been perpetrated by g
corders and under the cyes ol the coim-
I nave tuld ‘tone ol

L cates my Cltaracter will paint in ther
(true cojors tne hevoes bt your navy, on
i whom @ blushing lonors” have been
heaped, o practising unequalted cru-
teltics dgainst_our unprotecivd and un-
P offending citizens.  Your Codk & your
Anson must notescape : they havy ocen
warshatled sgainist we, and.their ash-
es will be disturbed. Tue Spaniard
v will tell of the wanton destriction of
' Paytas and-of crueltics 16 bis country-
men on the oné party, whiie cther pens
fwill tell of the equaily wanton destruc-
| tiou’of the uno{fending natives on the
other, until  heaven, provoked ai the
innumerable outrages against htumani-
ty, conmsigned tliis man; who & lives
-for all ages;” to the vebgeance &f an

Vinjured and:iustly exasperated: pebple,

| wid; by depriving:him ‘of his life, gave
to'him his immortality. The conduct
of dll tnay be" strictly scrutinized, and
those Who liave been for a loiigr time
your nation’s boast, -may proveé in ‘the
ehd, your nation’s reproach. . You
have yourself given a striking exam-
'ple of the change that may be produs
ted in public .opindon; by tne pen -of 4

PR,

¥

I bad jireviotisly. read the Review to -

‘navy officers. -

single individeal who empldyis himaelf

Ed

P

vy KA’

We have also pens in.this part of thé
world, able.tv vindicate our national
character from unjust .aspersions, hy
making known truths ; and the book,
entitled the Exposition of the Causes
dnd Chiaracter of the late. War, is a
specimen of what cail be done heré in

that wav. It bas remained thus' long
‘unansweitd, and we may therefore
‘presume tiat it is unanswerable. It

will be time enough when we receive
England’s reply to that paper, to no-
tice the abuse which has been thrown
out against 'y in the criticiam on my
Journal.. We are in no haste; we in-
tend.to take our own time ; and, should
wz reply, all your heroes shall- have
theirshare . of uotice; even Morgan,
whose nanse_has been placed on the
same page with mine, may be found,
on a clear examination, to bear a muéh
stronger Likeness, in some of the niost
prominent features of his character, to
certain naval heroes of England, whose
names arc more famiiiar. in this coun-
try than in their own.,  Morgan; it

must be remembered, was an  Eng-|

lishwan, and his historian, whe was
also one, beg that it may not be con-
sidéred cithera compliment or a re-
proath to say, that the Jeading charac-
ters among the buccanieérs were all
Snglishmen-  Allow me, siryto make
a small extract from the history of the
man to whom the reviewers consider
that ft would be a disgrace to cowpare
me. You can make what erasuresyou
please and il up the spaces with such
names as will best suit for mbdern e
vents.,. : ‘

* Ther spared in theiv- crielties no
sex por condition, for as to religious
persons and priests, they granted them
léss quarter than others, uniess they

.could produce a censiderable sum for

ransom. . Women were no better used,
excent they submitied 1o their filthy
lusts 5 ,0r such as’ would not cousent
were trédred with all the rigor intag-
inable, Captamn Morgan gave tnem,
no good example in this point,” &e.
S, Page 193, Hist. Buccanicrs of
Amcrica. _ N

Spedaking ol the destruction of Pa-
naina, ke says, ¢ The same day, a-
bout noon, he caused fire privately to
be set 10 several great edifices of the
citv, noborly knowing who were the
authors thereof, much less on what
motives captain Morgan did ity which
are unkbownto thisday. ‘f'he five in-
creased se; that belare nightthe great-
er part of the city was in & {lamé —
Captain Morgan pretended the Span-
fards had dope ic perceiving that his
own pieople reflected “on him for that
sction,  Many of the Spaniards and
somg of the pirates did what they
could, either to guench the flame, or
by blowing up houses with gun-pow-
dery and pulling down others, 14 stop
ity but in vain 3 forin less than haif
an hobr it consumed a whole street.”’ —
Page 189, i ‘

Such was cantain [Terry 3Morgan,

.. )
the vt rallant’”’ and « disinterested” he-

ro of the learned critic, whose atten-
tion has been so forcibiy drawn to my
journal. Of Ano Bouneyy his ather
pattern of nautical excellence, I have
not heen able to obtain any particulars.
Sich bright exampies, indeed are less
famihar 1o s on this side of the At-
lantic than on the otlier. 1 should
presume from her name, however, that
she was ol English origin; and no
doubt belonged to that class of British
officers for whose actions, the editor ¢f
the above mentibned history savs i his
preface he will not take upon Limself
tn apologise;since even in the most
regular (British) tréops, and best dis-
cipitned armies, daily endrmities arve
committed, which the steictest vigil-
ance canpot prevent,

I'he rémarks of the editor are in-
deed correct, and his whole hook seems
to sliew, i corifarisoti with the later
vetords ol British Aefoisin, that altho’
his naval countrymen; of high rapk,
have i some fcspects degenerated,
vet they have nbt loid aside maby of
théir ancient propensities. -

I am persiadeit siv, that vou think |

with ine, that § have sShewia great
deal of patience and forbearance. How
[ have desevved the resenument of Eng-
lishmien, 1 do not know; unless it was
by duing my duty to wy country ; but,
in doifig i, [ endestvored to mzke the
‘evils 61 par Bear as Hghtly as possible
on the individuals who fell in my pow-
er. When hbstilities ceased beyween
the two countriés, they ceased with
me, until my. indignatitn wags roused
by this fresu attack in the Quarterly

o
-

‘Review, noted and approved of in the

Naval Chronitcle, of March, shewing
the condgectioi;still existing beiween
my old enemiés, the stribblers and

'] had hoped; tliat the late waf, by
making u$ better atquainted ‘vith each
other, woilld bave mads 4§ fespech
each btliéi the more : but it really ap-
pears; that the breach' between uy

withe
out murmuring : why should Englishe
men He'less patient than ourselves ?
Nay, we not only bore their triumphs
on f»h(_a ocean, but we let” them crack
their jokes at 1s on the Serpenting’ ri-
ver, without complaining. We have
no objection to their amusing them-
selves in any such harmiess sports : but,
for heaveu}’s sake; and their own, let
them cease their abise'; for while they
labor to disgorge the venom & splecn
which are engendered in their breasts,
they only proclair to the- world thé
mortification which rahkles there.

I thank you sihcercly for the present
-you intend me=-and I shali not regret
| the abuse that has been bestowed on me,
since 1t has been the means of putting
me 1 possession of so disgraceful an
‘evidgence of the folly and imbecility of
the British government. Say what
they will of me and of my nation, I
shall he contedit, while I possess, and
while they know I possess, the gilded
rofies of the ever memorable batrle Qf“
the Sevjientine.

With great respeéct,
~ Your obedient sergant, |
D. PORTER.

A N ..
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INTERESTING LETTERS.

A Society has heen established in Maga
sachusctts, by some Christiari phis
lantkropists,” to discotirage war -
Wkatever opinion may be éntertain=
ed of the utility of the Institution. no
doubt cab exist.about the purity of
the motives of the vespectable judis
viduals who compose it.  Q+e of thve
strongest arguments for war in Lus
rope, a crowtled population, cannot
be found in this country, for a long
period of time. The following lets
ters were received-by the foundero
this Society, inanswer to an applica-
tion to the writers for-their support
of its views Any letters comirg
from soch eminent men as Mr. Ap-
axs and Mr., JEFFirsoN, must be
intevesting ; these are highly charac<
teristic.  We copvthem fromthe 4'hy
nurber of ¢ The Friend of Peacey” -
a work published under the auspices
of this Society, '

. Nerth Amevican Revioon,
MR, JEFFERSON'S ANSWER;
MoxTicsLro, Fan. 22, 1816, -
‘Stu—VYour letter, being dated Octo
ber 18, 1815, came only to'hand the
day before yesterday, which is mentions
ed to explain the date of mine. I have
to thank you for the pamphlets accom+
panying it, to vit, the Solemn Review,
the Fiiehd of Peace or Special Inters-
view, and the ¥riend of Peace, No. 2.
The first of these I had «received
thiough another channel some months
ago. I havenot tead the two last steas”
dily through, because where one as~
sents to the propositions as soon as nn-
nounced, it is loss of iime to read the
argiiments in-support of them.—Thege
numbers discuss the first-branch of the
causes of war; that isto say, wars un~
deraken for the fpoint 4f honory which
t youaptly analogize with the act of du-
elling between individuals, and reason
with justice from the one to the others
Undoubtedly this class of wars is;in
the general, what you state them to be,
“needless; unjust and inhuman, as welk
as antichristian,”
The sccond branch. of this subject;
to wit, wars undeértakén on aceount ()F
wrong done, and which. may be likened
to the act of robbery in private life, [
presume will be treated of in vour fu-
tire numbers. I observed this class
mentioned in the Solemn Review, p.
10, and the questioii asked, * I5 it coti:~
mon [ora vation to obtain a redress cft
wrongs by war ”  The answer to this
question you will of tourse draw frowy
bistory : in the mean time; reason will
pnswer it on grounds of probabiliirg
that whete the wrong has been done by
a weaker nation, the stronger one has
generally been able 1o eiforce redressg
but where by a stronger riation; redress
by war wad neither obtdined nor expect~a
| ed by the weaicer; on the contrary, tha
Joss has been incteased by the expences
of the war, in ‘blood and treasurg, favrbe-
voud the value to hith, of the-wrong he
“had tommitted, and thus have made
P the advantage of that too deat a pur-
chase 10 Jeave him in a disposition to
renew the wrong in future; in this war;
thé loss of the war may have secured
the weaker hation from less of future
Pwrong. The case you state 6f twd
Boxers, both of whom' gét a« (efrible
 bruising,” i apposite to this : he, of the
two who cominittedl the aggression ok
the other, although victor in the scuffle,
yet probably finds his aggtessign not
“worti the bruising it-has cost iim.- -Te
explain this by numbers, it is alledggd;
that-Gireat Britain took from. us, befpre
the late war, near 1000 vessel$, qnd

‘that, duting the war, we took from, her

1400 ; that before the war, she seized;

and made slaves of 6000 .ofrou r.eitizens;
and that in the late war we killed mofa

gruivd Wider abd widers WE bear the | thap 6gov of her sub;etis, and éa'x)scﬂ
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