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d+] o PHE TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1™ oN THE COMPENSATION.LAW-
Ty ( Continuid.)
s  Mn. CLAY, (Speaker) next ad-
8] dressed the chair, For ose, he con-
;: fessed he had been greatly “gratificd [
g] at the selt-respect which the house had
1 menifcsted inthe course this subject
had received. He did think, he said;
. | that, at the commcncement of the 8LS-
sion, he would not say an improper but’
an urmecessarv degree of zeal had been
dlsphw"d in’ taking up this Suh}f’ct ;
and h: had been highly gmfmed in
finding that the house had determined
.| that the subjcet should take that dis.
n] pazsionate coursg which belonged to its
Ny character,
g He did not ag'rre, he sgid, with gen.
] teen, several of whom bad e&press.
| ed an epinion-on this oscasion and on
o[- a formeér, that the dlssntlsfadmn ex-
*l - pressed through the country in regard
°| to this law,-was to be attributed wholly
)] to faction, to. dcmagogues or design-
(| ing men, Some of it perhaps might ;
1 but when we find,in all parts of the
‘i country, even’ m those havmg‘ no )ntgr.
| course with each ather, a general d;s.
satisfaction, we are baund to conceive
that the people are really oppog.ed to
the measure.
l My, C. smd he aqveed rmr'f.mtly in
" the sentiment, that instructions given

ear,

~ plied,- of his " constituents.’

by the people are ebligatory on .tha

representat:ves This wos a princi-
ple consecrated by the revolutiop, in-

"separable from all frée government. &
~which he therefore hopcd nevertn see

departed from i praetice under ours,
It was ivdeed, like all other gcneral |

_principles, regulated by certain !mnta

“tions.
‘constitution, for instance, is not bind-

An instruction to violate the

jng—why? Beecause the expression
of the wili ofthe people in'the consti-
tution is paramount to the expression
of their will inthe form ofinstructions,.
and because the representative is sworn
to obey that paramount will. - But,on
questions of expediency, the will of the
people ought to be binding: and, if
there was a question, .more than any
other,in regard to which the popalar
will should he obeyed, it is that io
whichh the Representatives are called |
upon to fix their own compensation;
in whichtbey are'a party on one side,
and the people on ‘the other.  Lvery
consideration of propriety and 'Iemary,
as well us of prmmpl'- re 'lam»d that,
where'the oplmon of the caastituent in
regard to compens: tion s decidedly
expressul it is to be received as con.
clusive and lmpucwtly obeyed, - W hilst |
then, he had a seat on this floor. Mr.
C. said, it was immaterial how hear.
rived at the will of bis coustitnents, ar
what were the evidences of it; it was
sufhcient.that he should know it ;inall
cases of exoediency he held the: doc-
rine of an obligation on'his-part to ob-
Berve themstm(‘tlom. express or im-
Cascs
might possibly arise,in which he should
not feel himself bound by instructions
to deviate from the course ‘which he

conceived to be correct—where, forex-
“ample, important facts existed materi.

ally varying the case, of wlhiich his cop-
stituents had heen ignorant.. In such
a case, he might ‘throw hiraself an the
liberality and. justice of the: penplc, to’
determine, under/the whole civeums
'stances, whether he had acted corvectly
or not. What'is the will of the people.
‘of his particular district of his.constit-’
uents, otght, on this subject, to be the,
question for cvery member -~ The peo-
ple, Mr. C. said, whom he had the hon-
or to represent, were—he hoped he:
ehould not be: accused. of arrogance. in
daying so~—were a people high- -hinded,
independerit, ]ealouq of thieir honor &
their liberty, but-at the same -time hb-
eral and " just and-so. also, be doubted

.tmt, were all the people. of the Uhited.

tates. In regard to that district; he
beheved that the people would-be' sat-
isfied with-any, liberal compensatjon tb
‘ghe members -of Longress, that shoufd-
fiot be extravagant in its’ amount. “He
pelievedthey wouldbe satisfied, if the
compensation: should be fixed at'teny
‘gleven or twelve dollars per: day- At

ic ”""‘

.. . >
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staté
“péusation’over @’ fixed saiarv Or #Y08s’
amotint per session,: “hut that ‘the rca-
s0ns m'gred in-favor of the. latter mode
wére 8o plausible if-noy convmcmg; as.
to be. sufficiéntto wavrant the ‘experi-’
‘ment of that, plan.which, if found un-
sansfactory or inexnedient, it would bo
always in'the power: of(,ongress 10 18-
peal. "In- ‘advocating. ‘the return. from
' safary to a daily but inereased contr

cdnforired to the wxll of his - copstitu-
‘ents; he did *not vary. the. .g-mundé on’
‘whwh lie “had. acted at t.h'e last -g=ssion.
" The idéaofth¢ salary mode of coin-

£ ,per\sntloh heihg soatirming infits¢on:

sequences, as had been described, was.
Me. C. said, “a very hovel one.. All

1 whe  recollected the debatés in the

conventions on  the’ (,Onstlmtmn-—m
that of Virginia, for instatce, wonld re-

{ member that alt parties had treated the

clause; regpecting the compensatlon of
membersof Conpress, as. contempla-
“ting asalary,using that |d(‘ht‘C'\me‘a s€..
Pdtfick Heary, speaking of a salary,
hoped that the members . would not fix
their salary. at ap tnreasonable rate.—
Mr. Gmyson and the late Gav. Tvler

“took the other side, and said their fears
were that” Congress would fix it at so
low a rate that only the wealthy would
be able to defray the expense of atten-
ding Lonvl‘csq. the effect of which
would be to lead this g;ovnrnment toa
sprcws of oligarchy. * Notwithstand-
ing, hawever, that the idea of the pow-
er oi Coneress, as they deemed expe-
dient, tofix their cnmpf*nsatmn in one
or the other form having heen coeval
with the instrument umler which they
tact, Mr. C. said he paeferred a dily

‘compensation, because’ it “was more
siple, more conformable to the usa
‘wes of the states, hesides being mnie
‘equal and more juat in its operation in
regard ‘to the membhers at different:
times.  Tor, although, il we take a se-
ries of years, the resnlt, as it respects
the public, will be the same under the
-one mode and undér the mher. as it re-

gards the members serving in-thatsc-
‘vies the result will be unequal, the
mewmber serving ina Congress whose
seésions are of: lonp- duration- rccewmp
no more than bimsho serves ina Con’
zress whose gessions, are of short du.
vation. There was in fact no way to

hut to make it datly,

It becasse this House, on the present
‘accasion, Mr.'C. suid, to ‘deliberate, to
act calmly and’ considerately, - He
-would not he said. examine the causes
of dissatisfuction from Maine to Geor.
xia, from the shores of tie Atlanticto
the remotest west; whether it had a-
wrisen from: misconstruction of the act,
from want of information 2s to the
considerations which.made it expedi-
ent; &c.  Torelation to his own dis-
trict, he had great pledsure in siating
what had been the fact. YWhen T went.
home,.said he, I do not recollect huv-

any d?scmpnon of party who was not

-opwoqed to the act, who did not on some

grouf)d or cther think it an improper

and unjust law. Bat, after it had been

discussed, and examined with all its
lights, I did not find (as far as I recol-
lect) a solitavy individual who did not
admit that the ougmentation of the
compensation of the members was a
ust and proper measure. - The result

of ali that I heard was a conviclion ot
my mind, that the people remain dis-.
satisfied with the form, but that ninety-
nine out of an hundredave satisfied that
there ought to. be an augmentmon of
compensation of the members, propor-
tionate to the depreciation 6f meney,
or, what is the same thing, to the in-
creasc- 1 the price of commodities
since 1789, For-his part, then, Mr.
C,.said, he had_a disposition to do jus-
tice. to the member=, as, wellas to the
nmple. 1fthe componsation were re-’
‘duced so low as that none but gpulent
men could aspive to seats inthis house;
the evil produced by the faghers of the
coastitution would be realized:; and all
the middiing class of society, that-in
which the wexght of talents is to be
found in this country, would be banish-
C\' from the Legislative councils.

Mr. ¢ sald thaty, under such im-
presuons, we ‘should vote for a hlgher
¢ofnpensation thao six dollars per day.
He'tzltindifferent whethiér it should be
now fixed at eighty nine or ten dollars ;.
confidenty whlchever sum should‘“bc a-
greed o, thatnot only the people of the
district. ‘which he represented would
appiove, but that* the whole American
‘peaple. would:sanction ‘the measure by
their approbation. - He' differed from
‘an-honorable gentleman | fram N. Yoik,
w1th re;:a!‘d 10 an increase of the mlle-
age. ‘He thouglit that-also ouglit to be
encreased 3 for he asked; /who makes
the greatest: sacrifice - in comnpg hére.?
The members ifrom ‘the- greatest’ dis-:
tance certuinly.- If then, the. mileage
be’ mcreased, in the same ratio" with

"the hust sesswn, Mx. L. smd, he had

the daxly pay. the greatcst hcneﬁt wxll

| should" pive,”

‘pensation; at the same time that he |

‘wakathe compen-,qtum per tcctly equal '

ing ‘met with'one solitary individual of y

this is a matter of money ;

i there w nono.

& ﬁmmafg renoe-fo¥ aydaily rom-y"'r

“ast hm‘deyn.ﬂ
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fo assrgn ‘the ‘reasons: for: the vote'he

Mr. RANDOLPH

views of it.

. Thisquestion, he saids ‘xad assumed

the character, had put o an appear-
ance: and qtiality which Jid not beloug

to.it.”* As suchy he for oné was willing

ta.stfip it of its Bovrowed plumes.—
That, xfa sentitnent existsir the ptiblic

mmd, it is 1mmaténal in‘what rhanner
mamfesn-d, itis. cntxt}ed to,weight; he

agreed : but he was not preparedei-
,ncr to affirm - or deny that'the senti- |
_ment .- which, the.. gentlem«n had said
pervaded the whole commem,(w'\s the’

ruling sentisfént “In what mannei fid
it been éxcited ? ~ The honortblc mem-
ber had said that in all parts of the
coudtry, however disconnécted with
pne: another, there existed but one o-
pinion in relation -to the law, The
cotntry, said Mr. R. is or was but
lately divided. into two great parties,
which possessed complete and efficient
control over the press. - No sooner did
the law of the last gession pass, than
botli parties started in'the race of pop-
nlarity to Fun down that law.

o

sentiment of - iridignation which had
been referred to. He held ifi his hand,
he said; an amhomy on-the state and
condition of Trigland— and here we had
proceeded fari /ms.s'u——-thdt by razaus
ofthe press.the sentiment waich exists

in the heart of the bady politic, is pro-
,pagatrd and diffused to'its remotestex-

tremities. " In this wzy the prescm
public mdmnnuon. if it did exist, had
beenexcited. Gentlemen, Mr. R: said,

‘had spokcn o.thcn' districts ;-hie wou\d

spﬂak -of - h:s.- v had-%;eemfnr gome

timne past’a sort of word“ip chancery,

snd- every constituted anthority, from
the President of the United Siatés to
the Printer’s Devil, had it in his espe-
cial care 3 and yet, ‘he was hold to say,

“thatin that district such-a sentitment az
the Speaker mprnmted to prevail
throughout the Unit ad Statey, did not
exiat,

“To the ¢canse ha had mentioned,
was'to be attributed (disgeacetul fact!)

“the pnblic Excitement Which was repre-
Annted t6 exist.

The people of the
Jnm,d States, Mr R. said, were, as

*nev had been x'(‘presrntt-d to beya vir-

tuous high-mindad people.  They had
borne, and would ever continue to besr
buithens and pr watmm of the most e-
rormous’ and dntrc-ssm;., kind, so as
they were convinced, rightly or not,
that the pnblic weal required them —
They had borne the embargo; they had
borne the ‘fuiscrable non-importation
system ; they had borne a long, bleody,
and in some respects digastrous war;
they had borne with mismanagement
in the Camp and in the. Senate,-and
they would  ever bear with ity so long
as they believe that the intentions of
those clothed with power, have been

: honest and good,

- But we are told, ‘said ‘.'Ir. R.
:that the
whole rcport of the sclect committee
on’ the, subject, is about monty. And
about what did the cbmxmuec repovt ?
The subject matter of therr report,
was money ; and what othe\' subject
should they have spoken of 2 ; Would
the gentléman have bad .then talk of
of fortifications, of military apd naval

defence, of roads and canals, \>r of the'

National Umverq;ty ? 1 habe, said
Mer. R. a much more serious f4ult than
that to find with this report-—that the
last. member of the syllogrism-1s in di-
vect contradiction to the mijor and wi-
nor: Ttis true, Mr. R. said| (referring
probably to ‘thé absence of:Mr. Web-
ster, the reputed author of that.veport)
that' those ‘meén who come! from the

Agreatest distance to Congress, suffer

most. Whnt. he*asked was the situa-
tion of the men: whom ,wé foilow . to
their- long and dx'eary abode; in. this

place; “ibecause mtelhgence cafnut

reach theirabodes intime to drqw their
friendsaround them before their death ?
That we are’ bound to’hold the opinlons
of the people in high- respect, said Mr

R. I agree; but: there aré some sub-

Jects on. whlch we are better qualxﬁed‘

togive than to receive mstmcuens.—
Any man, who hgs. had exyenence -of
‘public life: in‘this placé, 14 -beter able
10-6ay. whdt is; a- reasonable gompensa-
‘tiofw than any, man ‘who..has not been

bege 3 and, when 1. talk of}‘easonable‘

compensauon, do-1 mean t6 'say there
is any assigiiable relation bween ser-
-vices onthis floor and ioney! None—

. 3 Do
v . P

. Ce tonr!nded by savmf:. he . drd"
Hot-thi k"tbrsa ‘very ‘Jmportdiit ques-.
v‘ué'n,'md")lse ‘should’ not* thcrefor# long-j
“er detain’ the,aitenuon of ‘the/commiite.
tee. -~ He- had thought: lnm%l:!f hound-

I‘ hl 3:,

. To this
fact must -be attributed the geneval

that

‘and -should voteswith’
‘cheerfulness for'the s Wm pronosed by
‘the committee, or fora hightre -~ >

understandmg- .
| the'whole merits. ‘ofthe billtle bé before
| tua.“House. ' on_the; preseﬂ quos;mn,
N whwh he had not before vfdergtood to
e gh cakg, procecded t¢ de}

\:-.,

lram. of/. e'\ch qtber«s sitvation, - wheit,

*m the agonies of deathi—ng .compensa-
tion ¢an:réemunerate 4 man‘for hxs suf
feringd in that citcumstance. 7

(5

was notorious: that wealth was 7ot ac:

South -and ‘West ? I‘or, he sald, lie
wealfh,as well.ag the ‘pewer and talent/
of ‘the' country,: LWas. travellm;r An-a’
‘south-wesrern direction. . -'Wealth; and
to a'seat here. He asked, what must
for $1500, would sell his country’and
himself ? Look, he said, at’ +he com-.
pcnsatlon we give to the coriimon sail-

¢ look™ at 'the . compensatzon to the

and” grenenal officers of (K 4y my, and
compare it: with' the: compensanon the
Tlaw* of the last: session " went to give
members of Congress. - If he: thought
-the public now. 1cquwed it, he would
vote to rcpeal the law ; but nothing
short of thé proposition he kad made
would answer the public sentiment.—
It would be only to forbear the pay of
the present session, said he, which I
would disdain to rveceive, under this
bill, Isaid, atthe last session, T would
a8 soon be caught with my hand iu my
neighbor’s posket, as vote against the
bill then belfore s, and receive the
money, and [ say so still. Is there a
country on the face of the earth, he ask-
ed; 'where the officers are as well paid
as ours I He spoke of the subordinate
officers, the military and- naval officers
particularly.  Had any appeal beeu
made, not to s3y to the genc srosity; but
to the prodigality. of (his [Touse, in
their  favor, without ‘heing favorably
answered ! How many bills had passed
to mske good to the captors of ships ol
war the amount, and the -enormous a-
mount too, of.vessels desiroyed i
mcmy men.in the navaluand mlmary ser-
vice had been eievated hom poverty to
afllacnce and splendor !
1o aftirtn, said he, that vepresentatives
on thns floor are the only (.cgradul cast
in this society, while the ¢
of military, nawl and executive officers,
are raised to the hlghest pitch,
it be dm‘]ared by ourseives, that this
honse as has been well expressed by
the qm'!" nen from Louisiana, shall he
the mere initiative sehool for exccu-
tive appou.t'ncnts? God forbid, said
be, that tie. time should ever come that
this bouse should be regarded as the
mere steppiing . stone to other offices-—
as the ladder to be klok_u! from under
tie aspimnt, when he bas attained hig
object, 1 have always regarded a sea
in this House—zand from that consider-
ation have rejected overtures for a dif.
terent sitnation-—as worth the. accept-
ante of eny man of a liberaland honor-
able ambition. The - qualifications
fit a member for this Housc. are sucl,
as 1500 dollars per yzar will not pur-
chase, Toere was, Mr, R, said, a val-
uable description of men of excellent
talents—of planters and farmers of a
certain medxocrlty of. situation, who
could not come under-the old compen-
~sation——which he begged the House
not to restore to ‘the statute book, un-
less they meant to make the station of
a Represematlve such a ode that none
bat two descriptions of mien could af-
ford to-seek it, the opulent nabob on
the.one hand, and the misesable politic-
al muckworm on the 9m'ér.

Mr. R. said he had another objec”
tion ‘to this bill—that 1t contained no
provision for additional compensation
to the Speaker of -this ‘House. [Mr.
R. baving been corrected in this im-
pression continved thus.] He had
‘been told he had misapprehesded, the
bill ; and that a provision to allew him
t\v;ce the amount -allowed to other
members was contained in the billi—
The compensation, he said, was not ad-

equate to the eharacter and condition
of the presiding officer of this House.
‘When I think said he, of the Speaker
of the House of Repxesematxves, my
mind naturally reverts to the Onslows
of Englandand the Peyton” Randolphs
of America, I look to a man. who
ought to. possess talents of no desplca-
ble’ sort ; ~who ought, to’have . parha-
mentary law ‘at least at his fingers”
-ends ; who ought to be the grave and

. .dlgmﬁed moderator of an assembly” of-

‘agreat” and august.chiaracter—&: little
they do* ‘Kriow of it who deem .of 1t
less reveremly. Neéver let'me see a
man.in that ‘chair, who is a partizan-on
the floor and an umpire ‘there. The
Speaker of this’ House. and- the Prosi-
dent of ‘the’ Senate ought. to-have-a
~!‘§allon commensuratc with- the

bf Why have

.,n to Hiﬂl, Decatm‘, Jones, 1o

We_’

SCOt‘nBl’ovn and other: worthies in-thé

No sym-of m@“ money, | pubhc emplov, ample compensanom t

In that part of the country, where'it’

cumulated.asin othevs, bow would' they.'
_ Mf‘. R, asked, be nble to ‘sénd men: here'

fit to stroggle with- tho wealth ‘of the-{

had no. Lesitation in saging; that" the |-

wezlth-only wduld become a passport.

‘not'be the‘avarice of that wretch, who,

captams of our navy, and to’the field-

How
‘Are we abouyt-

cmoluiments |

Shalt o

“House: are to hve mhke hleckguavds.

one. ot betliy’ ar'al) may: be_strquhng ; If he'iwas not- rmstaken, the amountaf -
-annuil- compemat\on qramed to.a

anﬁradacl' was -‘double that which is, al-
‘Was wrong in this, Tst it be stated,
ZWith rer pect to public s: nument,safd

Iam unworthy memhm‘ an indication
‘has been given of the. p'd)hc Jgettiment,
which't ‘hail as’ auspiciods to the coudse

' which I trust will.. finally “be taken

“here: .~A resolution.-saqn afier the
taeeting of the Housc of Bm‘gasses of
‘Virginia‘had - been popped on the ta~
bie, by some.eager bidder at the auc-
tion of popularity—whom he knew not,
and cared not—-gxpressing strong dise
‘approbation of the dct of Conpress now.
praposed to be repealedy That hoss

orahle body bad acted with'a dignity
which became them, as they always
‘bave acted, and. he trusted alwa;é
‘woulg i'they laid the resolution on th¢

his corivent and good will sp should
lie this bill, And why ?  He who
perflectiy nppzeu«ted the motives of
the géntléman {fom kentucky who
hiad hsou_srht in this bill ; but it wad
not practicable to act in obe(h.cnce te
that public sentiment, on which the
gentteman sustained: his. views of his
subjcct, and fall shoit of the proposia
tion to refund the excess already receiv-
ed. Mr. R. said he would not mcet
his constituents,-passing the bill and
teceiving the compensation,
not, said he, touch .one cent of )om'
money. -Since T had a seat om this
floory’ I have always veceived what
the Sergeant at arms lias given me 3
and, if it were necessary to appeal to
any man in support of my declarations,
I would bring-him into court to say,
whether have not said to him, see
-what you give me, make it righta=but
I never did (nor will ] ever) count éne
cent I got from the oflicer of this
house. Jtwasmnot, Mr. R: said, for
-six.orten:dollars.a. day, ‘orv for Afteen
)Y hundred dollars a year, that anv man
who had a particle of selfrespe( t
would sacrifice what he must, to come
here. Gentlemen come here {or hon-

or—he did not suppose, he said, that

‘of observation from- whieh he ¢an cav-
ry on more accurely a-system of pom,.-
ical intrigue.

Who would have believed—mha
would have belicved, he asked, that the
neople of the Uvited States would have
horne all the pnvan(-ns and losses of
-the Jate war, and of the measures that
led to it.; that théy would have quictly
rve g'u-dcd a national. debt, swelled 1o
an -amount ‘nnknown, to an amount
greater tnan the wholéexpense of our
sevenyears” war; that they would have
séen the elecuon of Prc;rdent taken
out of their hands;
have borne with abuse ant speculatnon
through every (lf‘partmcnt of the gova
srounenc and inthe commissariat, &e.
——and the Lev:athan,whuh slept under
all these grievances, should be roused
intoaction by;the Fifieen Hundred Dol-
lar Law, as a petition laid on the table

it. As-to that pelition, he would say
nothing of it but that the agents who
mabufactured and sgnt it here seems-

the law in question—for the principles
<tated in that’ petmon, as belonmng to

1it, where diameirically opposite te the

provisions of the law.

Mr. R. said he’ trusted, with the
honorable Speaker, that they should

‘ety, impartiglity and dlgmty-not S0
much as to the question belore the
House, as on cvery occasion which
comes before this'body—because such
‘a conduct was due to the body itself,
He trusted that this house would pure
sue one or the other of two courses ;
that it would permlt the matter to
sleep,- and-leave it to be settled . by
those who tode into- Congress on the
unpopularity - of . the' 'law. For he
should blish, he said, that this House
-actuated by ‘public’ sentiment, should
‘act at all on the subject, and fall short’
of making: the most ample and' com--
plete restitution,, For the sake of the
characterof-this House for consisten-
cyythe:bill ought not to pass inits pre=
sent shape. - What will the public say ¥
These very: :demagogues and infuriats
ed partizans, what-will they say ? That
you. have- “made a most ungraci-
ous and lame amem{q ,to the public.—=
'We.can do nothing properiy; said Mr.
R.but leave . the subject . where it
‘is, and letour . successors, howsoever

“and. for whatsoever: .elected, act ‘wnder

the 1mpulse by-which they: were chor

‘sen.” The fact:was upon tlusoccaswn,
Mpr. R. uud, that those wha had Jabare

cr.l 10, exm.o the pubhg mmd, hacl nof

cqeme . . L.

K.
~gnd t»he;, M&mbers of ﬂ:jr

'16 edtoa Mcmher of'tlns House, ifhe-

‘table and have. ever since . refused to“
take it up-—-md there it-liea neiled like
had money.on.the_counter——and with

deliberate:on this question with sobri- -

; tp.kmw n:for‘grantcd the"party.‘xs sepac- Becauéé e 'éﬁnectﬁmlgkmdn l‘wg l;
rated fromhis.wifé-and chﬂdrcn-—-lgnm ‘Fentlemghn ;

:Mri" R permitme to._say that in that -
‘A¢ient:and respectable state of which,

I Wlll :

any man comes here to take a point-

that thcy would -

this morning so handsomely called —

ed to have done every thing but read -

-

air )




