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= CONGRUSSIONAL,
DEBATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE COMPENSATION LAW.
( Continued.)

Mr. JOHNSON. of Virginia, asked
the indulgence of the Chairman, aud
through him, the indulgence of t.h;s

 honorable body, for a short time, whilst
he should assign some-of the reasons
which would influence ‘his vote on

‘the question under deliberation. I

ask not,: said he, the charity of the

House to be extended to my _feelings.
‘1 disdain the idea of relying for the

tranquility of my feelings on the forbea-

sance ov charity of any man or set of
snenon this earth, As I hold myself
personally responsible for every senti-
ment ‘and expression which I utter
here or elsewhere, to every wan enti
tled to the treatinent of a gentleman,

s I hold every individual, baving this
] title, personally res‘ponsib}e to me for
1 every infraction of my rights, or vio-
. tati-n of my feelings. Ihavefrequent-

Jv witnessed the avidity with which
mblignity and cowardice fixed their

fanes on the victim, who would pat-

tieutly writhe under their torture.

[ cannot condescend to notice the
strictures of the aember from Virgin-

Jia, (Mr. Randolph) on those who voted
| against the law at the last session, far-
ther than to say, that he did not vester-
4 day reorugent truly what he said at the
¥ Jast session. He did then exntessly
& confine his felonious comparison to 1
single individual, who had coutend_e(],
in argurent, that ticold componsetion
B (viz. six dollavs a day) was amply suf-
L gcient to meet the expenditures of
d members at this place. This cannot
be forgotten by the members: it was
attended by circumstances wl:uch rens:
der itimpossible, It is certainly with-
in the recollection of many, very many
respectable members of the House.

Sir, I voted against the la_w at the
B last session, 1 received the full com-
A pensation to which I wus eatitled under

it, as a member, In deing this, I be-

lieved that I acted with perfect integri-

ty and- honor ; I still th}nk so. In
4 point of honor and integrity, I shrink
not from a compavison with any meni-
ber of this House, or any man in this
Dation. _ .

1 opposed the law at thelast session,
20t from the miserable, contemtible
mofives which somme of its warm advo-
cates then had the presumption to at-
tribute to those who voted against the
measure.  Not in order, as has been
insolently remarked, to creep through
i a dirty canal to popularity. Not with
A the view to seek, thro’ sach a medium,
a short lived popularity, more evanes-
cent than the baseless fabric of a dream.
lam proud to believe, that, on my
Part, no necessity . existed to conciliatey
M by such means, the people whom 1
?%') dave the henor to represent. They
sRare too intelligent, too independent,
h" and too honorabie. When I _came in-
il to Congress, it was by the trlutpp‘h ‘of
(M Drincipie ; it wasa conquest obtained by
the people over
fraud, it wasa vo
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luntary effort on their
part, to get rid of a man who had long
it misrepresented their sentiments and
3 their feelings. It was thetr victory,
™ 1ot mine ; a victory which afforded me
& tleasure, not from selfish or personal

the consolatary

il Sonsideration, but from the cons¢
' had triumhphed.
ted in my

1§ ®efection that principle h:
" Whea the election termina '
~Rfwor, it was very doubtful whether I
ke a seat In
d States. I

Should ever be able to ta
the.Congress of the Unité
¥ag from home but on .
Ivasa candidate, aﬁd"retumed: to th;_e
district in which I reside not until

' L’"g after the close of the election.—
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i@ Mture o fatter man.” 1 t indil
krent to popularity, But I desire that
P,?Pularity only which'is the - :‘volunta}ry‘
dfltibute 10 virtuous, independeit’ and

X g;.olforable actions ; the rewdrd 'for':s'cr-
: hces,per'fopmed‘\_vith, ﬁglejli.ty and inte-
S8ty —no other would I enjoy.

- When the law of the last session
5% under delib the | hich
8 is now contemplatéd to tepeal, I saw
% | feitthe delicacy of my situation.
T4 be called on to yote oA & questiony

T

avo o,

ce from the time’

Alhave never flattered: the follies nor
Me vices of mankind. 1t is notin my
am not indif-’

p

cunning, duplicity,and |

.

eration—the law which

-although the apount” of- igterest “Wwaé
‘ hy honest or

tgoﬁt}iﬁ_ﬂing‘;‘td'i‘riﬂuéncé’a | _or/
nee .any. de-.

honorable: man ; to, influgnce .
scriptian of peraeng,excap ARLie:

able mendicants, ortrembling phapers.

. ‘For what mani“I ask. who is:fit to come-

shere~=who is qualificd 9. represent

this nation~=who counld" be influenced
by -pecunidry * cousiderations—who'
could not, by the proper -exertion “of
his own-abilities, in domestic pursits,
henefit himseélfand his family far be-
yond any thing which the government
can affofds or ought to give. The del-
jcacy of my 'situation, did not. result-
from a doubt as to the course which
I ought to have pursued, whichIde-
termined to ‘pursue. The question
was no sooner presented to . me, than
oy conviztions of the impolicy dnd im-
propriety of the measarc, assumed the
force of intuition. Yet I knew that the
most ~ pure, and honorable motives
‘were éver liableto misrepresentation.
T'hat an honest opposition to. a mea-
sure of an.impolitic character, espe-
eially ifit required any thing like what-
:some term self-denialy wonld he attri-
biated tora base, low and contemtible:
mode of courting populdrity ; that -lit-
tle- souls, -bursting Cwith . malignityy
would be constantly scattering their
filth and their venom round. I, sir,
“have never trembled nor cowerd be-
fore mortal man,; nor have I ever
stooped to a mean act, to prowmote my
private or my public interest. At tae
last session [ took occaston to state
that T was satisfied that the deprecia-
tion of money, and the increased price
of every article of consumption—of
living, had rendered the six dollar
cojapensation insutlicient to mect the
reasonable and decent expenses of
members at this place. I have uni-
formly maintained this opinion. ¥
would then have voted for a law, rais-
ing to a moderate amount the daily
pay-of thc members, to a sum which
would have borne the same proportion
to the expense of living which the old
compensation bore, at the time it was
fixed, provided the law hidd been post-
pdned in its operation until the- 4th of
Mar.h next. But T will never votc
‘{or any measures in which my persotal.
intsrest May subjdet e to the impus’
tatton of being influenced by selfish,
sordid and mercenary motives.

The mode of compensation pres:nted
an objection which was irresistuble &
conclusive. Every appropriation of
the public treasury should be clear, de-
finite, and certain.  Nowmystery should
exist. The people for whose bencefir
alone this money should be touched,
ought to have the mcans of judging.
with certainty as to theamount of ex-
penditure, in orderto enable them to
judge of the justice and the wisdom
of the expenditure. The services ren-
dered by the members of Congress, by
the members of every legislative body,
are, frowm their nature and character,
contingent and uncertain.  Depending
on the relations of the countiy—~ some-
times on the prosperity; and frequently
on the adversity with which she may
be visited. They are not services ol
that character which can be fairly and
properly compensated by a fixed ar-
nual salary. The varivus misrepre.
sentations which have cxisted in ref:
erence to the law of the last session
~the law which now claims the atten.
tion of this honorable body—which has
obtained the serious attention of this
natign—the difficalty which has ‘been
experienced by the people -in under-
standing its provisions, are,to my mind,
conelusive evidences thatit ought'to be
repealed. Why then should the law of
the last session be so pertinaciously
adhered to? A law whish proposes a
compensation by salary, wheh in truth,
no single 1dea which enters into tho
complex term called salary, is preser-
ved by that law, 'What'is a salary?
A certain fixed and determined sum,
to be paid at certain fixed periods—
dependent on no other contingency but
the continuance in office. ~Whereas,
the salary provided by thatlaw depends
on several contingencies.. The mem-
ber must be in his place on ‘every day
during the session, or must be prevent-
ed, after taking his seat, or after set-
ting off from home with the view to
take his seat~=by sickness from con-
tinuing in the first case, or in’the se:
cond from_taking his seat, to- entitle
hitn to the salary. Fory if "he is ab-
sent a single_day; of any number of
days, from the service -of the. House,
either with leave or without-leavey a
deduction is made of 4 sum ‘equal -to
that which the abséfit days bear' to the’
whole number of days in ‘the_ session,
or ‘sessions, if there be more than -one’
in the year. I can truly saythat1 do
not know the opinion of..th‘q:majpr.u\y‘
of the people in‘the district- v Which
1, réside, on the subjéct of - this odious.
1aw. ‘A Y heard, not much

has been said in relation to its
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the free, the: indépendent people of |
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.which-they have vt
1 have no, douht they:p=
o the subjéstyas drgfit
Blatey genprally are. -Taccount'fer ‘it
on the:graund . that they krow- “the
‘tourse which I pursited on thé- ques-’
tion-=thie vote, which I gave. «T again |
most péremptorily deny thatAny 6ppo- ]
‘sition to'the law, at the Jast session, wasj
the result of that miseiable, contempti- |
"ble "policy which several gemle'mé{n!’
have presumed to charge upon those:
who’have opposed.that measure. -Siry’
I will trouble. the committe tio longer. |
" Mr. ROSS, of Pennsylvania;oid; the |
question-under consideration wastoe a-
‘greeable.‘to excite unf!easant “gensae |
‘tions:; be canse, it.gavd every saember
‘an opportunity.of speaking: of those
objects most dearto his heart—ofhim«
self and His constituents. It is-a trite
observation, g}ia_,t the reason-lovers aré
never tired of each other’s compuny,is,
because they dre .constantly talking of
theinselves. T'he same observation:
miglit be applied to:the .representative
-aad his constituents. : They. are;, or
-ought to be, equally alive to:the inters
est and repptatipn of sach other” If *30,
it miy reasomalfy.be &¥pocted, -much’
will bg sdid on the subject under Axvn-
-sideration, whirh ’iﬁ't’z'y‘t’)‘é?tngulyw’t'eﬁﬁ:éd”
a selfish one. He said his constitu-
ents had unsolicited, re-glected him,
whithout requiring of bim’ any oth-
er pledge, than that of his past eonduct.
They had confided to hinr-the free ard
Unqualified vight to exercise his own
jndgment, after a full heating on ev-
ery question which miglitatise. Such
genevous confidence, on their part, at
a time of unusual extcitement and fer-
ment, deserved, and should receive, nf
bim, the most profound regard for
theirinterest. Théir approbation, next
to that of his own censcieucd, would be
the-only boon he should* agpire after,
so long as they contiiiuéd’to honor
“him with their suffrages’ ‘

 He said he was not sure e course
he should pursue, on 1his aecasion, vas
thot which was h-st caley Lted”’to en-
sure to him a lasting pess.beier,  Ie
granted it was in aczoed
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s with toe
present preyailing oviuion’; but-he re..
collected when a navy was unpopular
in this country, and particularly in his
Isteicl Fwhen e Wiy Ehniighd  with
political heresy” for bis. adhercner 1o
that establishment; when instead of -
‘ereasing the navy, it was deened <x-
pedient, by i's friends, to yicld (o the
popular elamor aguninst it, and, at the
close of a most uapopular administry
tion, to pass a law tn seil a purt_of that
which existed. But a navy is now
the favorite of tive people ; not a voice
is raised against it, and its increase
is loudly called for. Ile rejoiced at
the change of the public seniiment in
this instance. But may notthe opinions
of the people undergo a similar change
with regard to the compensation of
members { he thought it by no means:
improbable. Fow odious was the U-
nited States Bank a few years ago a-
mongst the renublicans !: What a dar-
ling is the National Bank ‘now with
many of them ! He gaid he made these
observations to show hé ‘was too well
acquaintéd with the instability of pub:-
lic opinion to make it’a rule’ of "action,
and to acquit himself of {hé imptita.
tion of "being actuated by adesire to
ohtain popularity ; ‘a ‘desire always
honorable when, it.¢an‘be accemplish-
ed by fair and honest means,. '
He said he could hot agree “with his
venerable colleage (Mr. Findley) who
seemed to think the'great'change which
had been made’in the vépresentation of
Pennsylyania at the late “election, was
not to be ascribed to the compensation
law, inasmuch as seven or ¢ight mem-
bers who had voted ‘against that law
had not been elected to the néxt Con-
gress. He, Mr. R. thoughtf‘.tlfe com-
‘pensation law had prevented their re-
election ; he was justified in this opin-
ion by arecurrence to facts. Unceas-
ing industry had'been made use of both
in andout of this House, to identify
those who voted against that law ‘with
those who votéd in favor ofit, as equal-
ly culpable, if not more so. For this.
‘purpose, in Pennsylvanta, on'the 4th?
‘of July ldst, a toast was drank, and cir-
culafed with assiduity,’at a’ respecta-’
ble meeting, at which'it” was:said ‘one
of the Judges of th€ Supréeme Court of
‘that stute presided, with a mostunhand.

‘some snd unjust sentimenyattached to

hty it! Was this :
ed” 'Dpllar Com.’
pensation Law_the Teceivdr'is as 'bad’
as thie thiet:””  To the dissémination of
suchfuncandid sentiments may fairly be
ascribed, in 4 great measure, the fail-|
‘ure of the election’ of thie members al-
Juded to.. This toast should not have
been noticed, but for its " accordance
‘with a ‘mere exceptionable “sentimént,
expressed by the gentleman from Vi
gima last qessibn’,‘vanji.f reiterated during
the present debate,  that if ‘lie’ had vo-
ted against the compensation*law, he

it. 'If recoliected righ
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p’;a pecket, as to
have jakonthe-mopevaol ool
“ },‘,#MW P a3t whieh ap-|
plied toabe d'pﬁtmenib“ofi;f_ﬁe; :c(')‘mpen—‘,
sation. i»w ! ~Will they beatthetouch--
stonc of u fate and candid éxamination.?.
s it:not:the duty of every good citizen |
to submit to the law$ which are passed.
by a mojority, however injurious they
‘may be in their operation to him asan
individual ! If he is bound to submit.
to those -laws- which ‘injure. him, may
he not fairly, honestly; and honorably
avail bimself of those which. benefit
him, although he voted against them?-
By what svstem of morality is a mem-
ber of this House" excluded from the
‘benefits .and- advantages of the laws
passed by the majority? Was not the
compensation of the meémbers, when it
was first fixed, deemed “too high by
many ! Did not many of the then mem-
hers oppase it on that ground? Did
any of them refuse 1o receive the sum:
fixed on? Was there any other law ua-
der which they could receive their pay ?
Was there then any political adventu-
rep hardy enough- to implicate those.
who voted against.the law, in .the cen-
Aufe which.attached:to those who votea
for it, because they.received the com-
pensation ¢ Was there any other law
than the fiftcen hundred Dollar Law
(as it is commonly called) under wiich
the minority could have received their
pay last session ? Ifthelaw had been
popular, its opponents would not have
been entitled to any of the credit. As.
_it has proved unpopular, they ought
not to incur any of the censure. Let
the question be examined by analogy
to other cases.  Will any gentleman
say that those who opposed the nation-
a1 Bank, (even under the belief that it
was uncoustitutional) were bound. by
honor ot morality to décline subscribing
for the stock 2. The gentleman from
Virginia certainly would not, hecause
he declared his determindtion to act
azrwize.  Suppose a majority of Con?
grass should, in a fit of frenzy, pass a
inw to gell the unlocated lands at six
ceuis per’ acre, instead of two dollars.,
would anv one say it would be immor
al or dishonorable in those who oppos-
cithe law, to take cut warrants under
it? Batitis.an old proverb, that ¢ mis-
ery ioves company * It true, itis not
sutprising that those who have com-
mitted suicide, should, Sampsoun-like.
endeavor to crush their vpponents be-
neath the general wreck their owi
conduct bas produced. Mr. R. said.
e made these observations to rescur
himself, and those who had sincerely:
acled with him, in opposing the pas-
sage of the law. from the imputation:
which were unfairly and unjustly at-
tempted-to be cast upon them. ]
He said this might be hailed as a
proud day for the people.  Their pow-
cr and influence are pourtrayed in
strong and vivid colors, by the sincere
 repentance and deep contrition of many
ol those who voted for the law; the
sincerity of which,. was evidenced by
their anxiety to be foremost in undo-
ing what they had hastily done last ses-
sion. He trusted the people, would
receive the sacrifice now made to their
will, (the repealing of the law) as an
ample atonement. '
The arguments urged by the people
at the late election, in favor of the re-
peal of the law, have beew, and are.
inoie convincing and conclusive, than
any thing that has or can be said in this
committee ; and, but for the reasons
assigned as an apology for the enact-
ment of it, though not urged as rea-
sons why ‘it should be continued, it
would be umnnecessary to trouble the
committee further. _
~ He said, those who arg in favor of a
higher sum than six dollars per day,
contend that justice and sound policy
require it ; that the compensation of a
representative ought to be such as
would cnable the virtuous and intelli-
gent citizen ol every classin society, to |
serve his country in.the national legis-
lature; -such as would enable him to
live like a gentleman when here, and
waintain his family while absent; such
as would eusure the continuance of the
services of ‘the ablest heads and the
best hearts in the country, and such as
would put him'in "some méasure. on a

T
plage.
cutive .

12y, 1S 210 |
- These reasons are plausible, if not

‘Would it not stimulate every political
adyentbfér, who had rotbing o Jose . &

every thihg to gainy by sccuring an.e-
lection,”to" supplant, by unfair meansy

the metitorious candidate, in the.cons

fidence vf the people? - The qualified
candidate would feel too'much respect
{or his'own character, and that of his
constituents, to fgain their votes by
soothing their follies, or flattering theit-
wvices; but the unqualified candidate
would be'al! things to all n.en—-he would
affect sanctity with the religious—
Jlaugh with the merry—treat the avarls
cious==flatter ‘he vain=cringe to thé
proudss=promise every thing, and pers
form nothing, and then blame. tuoseé
whose popularity he wished.to destroyy
for his failure to accomplish what he
bad promised. He would, nine timcs
out of ten, succeed. But leave, said
Mr. R, the pay so low that it cannat be-
an object worthy the pursuir of any ey
and the people will look for the Liest
qualified'man €o fill the office~he il
not deek the office, the office will seck
Ahimy-and it will find the proper person,

Gentlemen appear to think that a
good’salary, or a handsome per dicm;
is essentially nécessary to bring a res-
pectable representation into this Housey
‘and to make them; when here,indepen=
dent of executive influence. If se, it
should be givea. But when did gold
give intelligence to the head; or integs
vity to the heart? That it will not do
the former, is proved by the conduct of
Ferdinand the seventhe—and that it
never has done the latter, may be col=
lected from the characters'and donduct
of Bacon, Marlborough,, Dodd, & Grats
:an.  The latter of whom, while indi-
gent, was the beld defender of his
country’s rights—yes, and, of the
rights of man. His fellow subjects,
grateful for the many services he had
-vendered them, gave him 50,000
pounds sterling.. They made him
rich, ory in the language of gentlemen,
-independent ; but they paralysed the
natriotism of his heart—he ceased tg
he the eloquent champion of civil lib=
erty, feelingly alive to the miseries and
2fflictions of his oppressed countrys
men. '

Enable your representatives, said
Yr. R. to live in ease and affluence—
.» contract habits and tastes. above the
mielligent part of their constituents,
nd incunsistent with the plain repuba
'ican manners of ¥our country, and you
rqualify them to become the parders of
power; and the creeping, crihging syce
aphants of the court.  You cannot. by
vour laws; imbue wmen with virtuous.
:ndependent, stern, and itflexible char-
wcters. The laws of nature, and ofnas
ture’s God, aided by an early e¢ducas
tion, can only accomplish the object
you aim at.

But all abstract reasohing on this, as
on most other subjects, said Mr. R. 19
dangerous. It leads to errors, which
facts and experience alone cin correct.

bad taken ; but while he retained his
present impressions, he must act.in ye
nison with them : be should, therefore,
vote for filling the blank with the lowe
est sum named, which was six dollars;
[f this sum should not be agreed upon

be thought it would be better to repea‘
all the laws fixing the pay of members,
and leave the subject so that the next
Congress, who had been clected ex-
oressly with a referrence to this sub-
ject, should be obliged to act on it.we
The people would then have an oppor.
tunity of testing the sincerity of these

‘whom they had elected because . they

arofessed an entire opposition to the
compensation law. .

He said the proposition of the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Randolph)
to refund, would meet with his cortljul

support, if consistent with a propeny

respect for the integrity of the tepre-.
sentative character, of which he énte,
tained some doubts.

But he was admonished, by the re.
collection of a favorite saying.ofa greag
but eccentric genius, that words are
the counters of wise men and the mo.
ney of fools,to say -no more.

Mr. BARBOUR said that before the

decision of this questioh, he asked the

indulgence of the commitiee whilst he
very conciscly stated his views of the

par with the other officérs of govern- | subject j and the reasons which wouid
inéjit—makés him independent, and |influence him to vote in favor of the
lace him above the influence of exe- i bit upun thie table, having for its obe
patronage, which. six dollars | ject the repeal of the'compensation law
_isaltogether inadequate to do. {.of the last session, :

- He said that he should vote for thre

strong) in favor of a' higher per diem | repeal of that law.partly for the reasor
than six dollars, - ‘They naturally. sug- | which had induced hiin'to vote agaj: :
gest the questions, what are the. requi- | it at the last session ' aid ‘partly "0':.‘
sité qualifications to. make a- good rep- [‘most important, reason, . which hr,d oca
resentative? The- answer is plain s— | curred since that time.; he: meain¢ lh;
Wisdom ‘to discern, and_integrity to | decided expression.of the . publ ¢ opine
‘pursue,ithe true interest of his coun-|iony: upon . the subject."- Whep 't)his
‘try.” Will a high salary, or a greater ! question -was-before the':House, at its"
“per aieim have a tendency to bring men, last session, he said-he way; Oppx;ée d to’
‘with such qualifications,. into- the. na- | the passage ofthe law, first, hecauss .
tional Jegislature, 8ooner. thap the [he considered "the co Pe;‘Satio(\ ol

moderate suin of six dollars per day ! | memlicrs, not as & ‘remugeration, foc
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fle might be wrong in the views he
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