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FORTERS’s LETTER.

CAPTAIN

Cepy of a letter from Capt. Porter,
to the Secretary of the Navy.

TssEX JUNIOR, July's, 18~,l4? at'sea.

4 1p---] have! done myselfthe:h OT&‘Z’;

eft

ihe Delaware ; but'I have s'cai;ccl??;
« hope that one of my letters has reach~
ed yous; therefore, 1 consx_der it neces-
wary to give you a brief history of my
nroceedings since that period.

1 sailed from the Delaware on the
a7ih October, 1812, and repaired, with
«il diligence, (agreeably to instructions
++om Commodore Bainbridge) to Port
Y'raya, Feruando de Novonho, and
Cape Irio; and arrived at each place
¢i the day appointed to mect bim.—-
n my passage from:Port Prayo to
Yernande de Noronho, Ircaptured his
Britannic majesty’s packet Nocton ;
and after taking out about 11,000/
sieriing in specie, sent her under com-
msand of Lieut. Finch for America.—~
I cruized off Rio Janeiro and Cape
Frio, until the 13th of January, 1813,
hearing frequently of the Commodore
by vessels from Bahia. I here captur-
ed but one schiooner with hides and tal-
‘ow I sent her into Rio. 'The Mon-
tacue, the Admiral’s ship, being in
puisuit of me, my provisions now get.
ving short, and finding it necessary to’
fock out for a supply, to enable me to
wncet the Commodore by the 1st of A-
pri}, off St. Helena, I proceeded to the
soiatdof St Catharines, (the last .piace
¢f vendezvous onthe coast of Brazil,)
2¢ the most likely to supply my wants,
~uds at the same time, atford me that
secresy necessary to enable me to elude
the Dritish ships of war on the coast,
ziv expected there. [ here could pro-
cure only wood, waterard rum, and a
few bags of flour; and Leaving of the

LETTERSOF MARQUEs -
A

tons, men. gunse pierced

: L - for.
Montezuma, 270 21 2
Polcy, T 175 26 10 11
Georgiana, 280 25 -6 18
Greenwichy 338 25 10 2
Atlanticy - 355 248 20
Rose, 9220 21 8 20
-Hector, 270 .25 1} 20
:Catharine} 270 -29 8 18
Seringapatam;, 357 31 14 26
Charlton, 274 21 10 18

New Zealander, 259 23 8 18
Sir A. Haiamond, 301 81 12 18

. 3465 302 107
As some of those ships were cap-
-tured by boats, and others by prizes,
‘my officers and-meén had several op-
portunities of shewing their gallantry.
= The Rose and Charlton were given
up to the prisoners ; the Hector, Caths-

Farindssand MonteEuniay 1 senm o™ Vate]

‘pariiso, where they ‘were laid up; the
Policy, Georgiana-and New Zealander,

11 sent for America; the Greenwich I

kept as a stove ship, to contain the
stores of my other prizes, necessary for
-us ; and the Atlantic, now called the
‘Essex: Junior, I equipped with twen-
ty guns, and gave command of her to
Lieut. Downes: .
¢ Lieut.. Downés had convoyed the
prizes to Valpariso, and, on his re-
turn, brought theletters informing me
thata squadron uader the command of
Commodore James Hillyar, consisting
of the frigate Phaibe, of 36 guus, the
Raccoon and Cherub sloops of war,
and a store ship of 20 guns, had sailed
on the 6th July for this sea. T'he Rac-
coon and Cherub had been seeking me
for some time on the coast of Brazil,
and, on tlieir return from their eruize,
joined the squadron sent in search of
me to the Pacific. My ship, as it may
be supposed, after beirlg near a year
at sea, required some repait's to put
herin a state to nicet them; which 1
determined to do, ahd bring them to ac.
tion, if I met theni on nearly equal
terms. I proceedéd; now; in compa-
ny with the remainder of my prizes,
to the island of Nooahevah; or Madi-
son’s-island, lyingon the Washington
groupe, discovered by a Captain In-
graham of Boston; here I corked and
completely overhauled my ship, made
for hera new set of water casks, her
old ones beihg entifely décayed, and
took onboard from my prizes, provis-
ions & stores for upwards of f4 months,
and gailed for the coast of Chilion the.

Commodore’s action witlh the Java, the
capture of the Hornet by the Montague,
and of a considerabie augmentation of
the British fcrce on the coasty and of
several being in pursuit of me, 1 found
it necessary to get tosea as soon
as possible. I now, apgreeably to the
Commodore’s plan, stvetched to the
southward, scouring the coast as far as
¥io dela Plata. I heard that Buenos
Ayres was ina state of starvation, and
could not supply our wants; and tha

the government of Menteveido was ve-
ry iimical to us. The Commodore’s
mstructions now left it completely
discretionary with me what course to
pursue, and I determined on following
that wbich liad not only met his appro-
bation, but the approbation of the Scc-
vetary of the Navy. I accordingly
shapcd ny course fur the Pacific 5 and
after sufiering greatly from short al-
lowanee of provisions, and heavy gales
off Cepe Horn, (for which my ship
and men were iliy provided,) Iarrived
at Vaiparaiso onthe 14th March, 1813,
1 herc took in as much jerked beef,
and other provisions, as my ship would
conven:ently stow, and ran down to the
coast of Chii and Peruj in this track
7 fet in with a Peruvian corsair, which
Liad oh board twenty-four Americans
as prisoners, the crews of two whale
_;;‘nips, which she had captured on the
constof Chili.  The Captain informed
e thals as the aliies of Great Britain,
they woyld capture all they should
mect with, in expectation of a war be-
tween Spain and the United bta'tes.
1 consequ.ntly threw all his guns and
«mrunition in the sea, liberated the
Americans, wrote a respectful letter

12th Dec. 1814. Previous to sailing, 1
secured the Seringapatam, Greenwich,
and Sir Andrew Hammond under the
guns of a battery, which I erected for
their ptotection; (after taking posses-
sion of this fine island for the United
States, and establishing the most
friendly intercourse with the natives,)
I left them under charge of Licut.
Gamble of the marines, with twenty-
one men, with orders to repair to Val-
paraiso after a certain period.

I arrived on the coast of Chili on the
12th January, 1814; looked into Con-
ception and Valparaiso, found at Loth
plcaes only three English vessels, and
learned that the squadron which sailed
from Rio de Janeiro for that sea had
nov been heard of since their depar.
ture, and were supposed to bz Jostin
endeavering to double Cape Horn,

I had completely broken up the Bri-
tish navigation in the Pacific ; the ves.
sels which had not been captured by
e, were laid up and dared not venture
out. I had offered the most ample
protection to our own vessels, which
were, on my arrival, very numerous
and unprotected. 'The vaiuable whale
fishery there is entirely destroyed, and
the actual injury we have done them
may be estimated at two and a half
millions of dollars, independent of the
expenses of tne vessels in scarch of me.
They have furnished me amnply with
sails, cordage,.cables, anchors, provi-
sions, medicines, and stores of every
description; and the slops on bodrd
them have furnished clothing for the
seamen. We have in fact lived ‘on
the enemy since | had been in that sea,
every prize having proved a well found

1o the Vice Roy, explaining the causc
of my proceedings, which I delivered
to her Captain. 1 then proceeded to
Lin.a, and re-captured one of the ves-
vels as she was entering the port.—-
¥rom thence I proceeded to the Gal-
Japagos islands, where 1 cruized from
the 17th of April, until the 3d of Octo-
ber, 1815 ; during which ume Itou'ch-
«d ouly once on the coast of America,
which was tor the purpose of procuring
a supply of fresh water, as none 1s to
be found among those Islands, which
are perhaps the most barren ang desos
ate of any known,

While among this group, I captured
the following British ships, employed
chiefly in the spermaceti whale fish-
ey, viz:

{
!

store ship forme. "I had not yet been
wnder the necessity of drawing Dbills
on the department for any object, and

advances to my officers and crew on ac-
count of pay.

For the unexampled time we had
kept the sea, my crew had continued
remarkably healthy ; I had but one,
case of the scurvy, and had lost only
the following men by death, viz:

John S. Cowan, Licutenant,

Robert Miller, Surgeon,

Levi Holmes, O. deamen;

LEdward Sweeny, do.

Samuel Groce, Seaman,

James Spafford, Gunner’s Mate,

Benjamin Geers, =
t. unners.
Jonn Rodgers, ,S‘»Q FUnners

had been enabled to make considerable |

Andrew Mahan, corporal of marines,

L.cewis Price, Private Marine,

I had done »ll the injury that could
be donethe British commerce in the
‘Pacific 5 and still hoped to signalize
my cruize by something moresspléndid
before leaving thatsea. I thought it
not improbable that Commgdore Hill-
yar might have kept his arfivaljsecret,
and believing he would scek:me at
Valparaiso, as the most likely place
to find me, I therefore deteymined
to cruize about that place; and should
I fail of mceting him, hopedito be
compensated by tae capture of some
merchant ships, said to be"expected
from England. co

The Pheebe, agreeably to iy expec-
tations, came to seek me at Valparaiso,

my armed prize thé Ess:x Jinior, un-
Lgu:the laok .out .off. tuE™lietzse 5

pursue, Commodore Hilivar brought
with him the Cherub sicop of- war,
mourting 28 guns, eighteen 32 pouid
‘carronades, 8 24’s, and two iony 9’s
onthe quarter deck and forecastie, and
a compiement of 180 men, The force
of the Phabe is as follows: tuirty
long 18 pounders, sixtcen 32 carro-
nades, one hewitzer, and 6 toree pound.
ers inthe tops, in ail 538 guns, anda
complement of 320 men; making a
force of 81 guns and 300 men; in ad-
dition to which they took on board the
crew of an inglish letter of marque
lying in port. Both ships had picked
crews, and were sent into the Pacific,
in company with the Raccoon of 22
guis, for the express purpose of seek-
ing the Essex,and were prepared with
flags bearing the inotto, « God and
country : British sailors’ best vights,
Traitors offend both, This wasintend-
ed asareply to my motto, ¢ Free Frad,
and Sailors’ Rights,”’ under the er-
roncous impression that my crew were
chicfly Englishmen, or to counteract
its effect on their own crews. The
force of the Essex was 46 guns, forty
32 pound carronades, and six long 12's,
and her crew, which had been much
reduced by manning prizes, amounted
only to 255 men. The Essex Junior,
which.Avas intended chiefly as a store
shipy mounted 20 guns, ten 18 pound
carronades, and ten 6’s, with only 60
men on board,  In reply to their mot
to, I wrote at my mizen, ¢ God, our
Country and Liberty ¢ Tyrante offend
them ' '

. On getting theirprovisions on boardy
they went ofl the port for the purpose
of blockading me, when they cruized
for nearly six weeks ; during which
time I endeavored to provoke a chal-
lenge, and frequently, butin ffectually,
to bring the Pheebe alone to action,
first with both my ships, and gfterw .vus
with my single ship, with both crews
on board. I was several times under
way, and ascertained tnat I had grost-

“anu once succecded in closing within
gun shot of the Pheebe, and commen-
ced a fire upon her, when she run
down to the Cherub, weich was two
and a half miles to leeward ; this ex-
cited some surprise and expressions of
indignationy as previous tony getting
under way, she hove to off tne pory,
hoisted her motto flag and fired a gun
to windward. Com. IHiilyar secined
determined to avoid a contest with m=
on nearly equal terms, and from uis ex-
treme prudence in keeping Loth hig
ships cvei after constantly in hail of
each other, there were no hopes of a-
ny advantages to my country from a
longer stayin port. I theretore deter-
minedto put to sea the first cpportu-
nity which should offer; and 1 was the
more strgiigly induced. to do sv, ags I
had gained: certzin intelligence that
the Taguss rated 38, and two other
frigatesyhad sailed for that sea in pur-
suit ofsme; and I had reason to ex-
pectthg Raccoon from the N. W, coast
of America, where. she had been sent
for the' purpose of destroying our fur
establishment on the Columbian. A
rendezvous was appointed for the Es-
sex Junior, and every arrangement
made for sailing, and I intended to let
them chase me off, to give the Bssex
Junief an opportunity of escaping.—
On the 28th of March, the day after
this determination was formed; the
wind came on to blow fresh from the
southward, when I parted my larboard
cable and dragged my starboard an-
chor directly out to sea: Nol3a mo-
ment was to be lost in getting sail on
the ship, The enecmy were close in
with the point forming the west $ide
of the bay ; buton opening them,I
saw a prospect of passing to the wind-
ward,” when I took in the top-gallant-
sails, which were set over single reecf-
cd top sails, and braced up for this pur-
pose ; but on rounding the point, a hea-
vy squall struck the ship and cavried
awuay fier niain-top-mast, precipitating

'
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where I wa¢ anchored with the Essex, |

contrary to the coursé’1 tho’t he'would : ¢
but had not succeeded when the ene-

ly the advantage in point of saiiing, !

‘4l

the men wio were aloft into the sea,
who were drowned. Both ships now
gave chase to me, and I endeavored

in my disabled state toregain the port;

but finding I could not recover the

common anchorage, I ran close into a
stall bay, about three-quarters of a
mile to leeward of the battery, on the
east side of the harbcr,and let go my ah-
chor Wwithin pistol shot of the shore,
where I intended to repair my dama-
ges as soon as possible. The enemy
continued to approach, dnd shewed an
evident intention of attacking, regard-
less ofthe neutrality of the piace where
I was anchored ; and the caution ob-
served inn their approach to attack the
crippled Lssex was truly ridiculous,
as was the display of their motto flags,
and the number of Jacks at all their
mast heads. I, with as much expedi-

der the command of Lizut. Downes,! tion as circiimstances would admit of,
buty--gpt-my,ship ready for action, *and, en-

deavored to- get a spring on my cable,

my: at 53 inutes past 3 P, M. made
his attack, the Phaebe placing herself
under my stern, and the Chetub on

'y starboard bow : but the Cherub

soon finding her situation a hot one,
bore up and ran under my stern also,
whste both ships kept up a hot raking
fire. I had got thicee long 12 pounders
out of the stern ports, which were
worked with so much bravery and
gkitl, thdatin half an hour we so dis-
abled both ags to compel them to haul
off & vepairdamages. Inthe course of
this firing, I had by the great exertions
of Mr. Edward Barnewell, the Acting
Bailing Masier; assisted by Mr. Lin-
scott, the Boatswain, succeeded in get-
ting springs on onr cables three differ-
ent times
was so excessive, that before we could
aet our broadside to bear, they were
shot away, and thus rendered useless
to us. DIy ship had received many
injuries. and several had been killed
and wounded ; but my brave officers &
men, notwithstanding the unfavorable

‘circumstances under which we were

brought to action, and the powerful
force opposed to us, were no ways dis-

couraged~~all appeared determined to

defend their ship to the last extremity,
and to die in preference to a shameful
surrender, Oiir gaff, with the ensign
and the motio of the mizen had been
shot away, but FKEE TRADE AND SALL-
oTs’ RIGUTS continucg to fly at the
fore. Our ensign was replaced by an-
other ; and to guard against & similar

eventy another ensign was iade, fast |

in the mizen rigging, and several Jacks
were hoisted in different parts of the
siip. Thc enemy soon repaired his
damages for a fresh attack; be now
placed himself, with his ships, on my
starboard quarter, out ¢f reach of my

carvonades, and where my stern guns

couid not be brought tobear; he there
kept up 2 most galling fire; awhich it
was out of miy power to return, when I
saw no prospect of injuring him with.
aut getting under way and becoming
tive assailant. My top-sails, sheets and
haliards were all shot away, as well
as the jib and fore-top-mast-stay-sail
heliards, The only rope not cut was
the flying-jib-haliard; aud that being
the oiivisail I could set, 1 caused it to
be hoisied,’my‘cable to be cut, and ran
down on both ships, with an intention
of:iaving the Pheebe on board. 'The

firingron both sides was now tremen-
‘dous’; I had let fall my fore-top-saii

and fore: szil, but the want of tacks and
sheets rendered them almost useless
to us—yct we were enabled, for a short
time,,to closc with the enemy ; and al-
though our decks were now strewed
with dead, and our cock-pit filled with
woundled—althouh our ship had been
several times on fire, and was render-
ed a perfect wreck, we were gtill en-
conraged to save her, from . the cir-
cumstance of the Cherub; from her
crippled state, being compelled to haul
off. She did not return to close ac-
tion again, although she apparently had
it in her power to do so, but kept up
a distant fire with hei long guns, The
Pheebe, from oui disabled state, was
enabled however; by, edging off, to
choose the distance which best suited
her long guns, and kept up a trémen-
doris fire on us. which mowed down
my brave c~mpahions by the dozen.
Many of my guns had been rendered
useless by tiie enemy’s shot, and many

of them had tkeir whole crews dcstroy:-

cd.  We manned thiem agzin from
those which were disabled, and one
gun in particular was thiee times
manned—fifteen meh were slain at it
in the course of the action! but strange
ds it may appear, the captain of it ¢s-
caped with only a slight wound. Find-
ing that the enemy had in his power to
choose his distance, I now gave up ll
hopes of closing with him, and as the
wind for the moment, seemed to favor
the design, I determined to endeavor
to run her on shore, land my men aud

P . Y ,-

but the fire of the enemy.

\

destroy her. Every thing seemed to
favor my wishes. We had approach-
ed the shore within misket shot, and
I had no doubt of succeeding, when
in an instant, the wind shifted from
the land [as is vety couimon in this
portin tae latter part of the day]and
payed our head down on thé Fhabe,
where we were again cxposed to &
dreadful raking fire. My ship was
now totally unmanageable; yet, as her
head was toward the enemy, and hé to
leeward of me, I still hoped to be able
to board liini.. At this moment L.
Com'ma'nda!it Downes came on board
to receive my orders, under the imn.
pression that I should soon be a pris-
oner. He could be of no use to me in
the then wretched state of the Essex ;
and fiLding (from the' énemy’s puttine
hishelm up) that my last attempt at
boarding would notsucceed, I directed
him, after he had been about ten min-
utes of boardyio retdrn to his 9wn ship,
to be prepared for defending and des.-
troying her in case of an attack. IHe
took with him several of my wounded,
leaving three of his boat’s crew on
board to make room for them. The
Cherub now, had an_opportunity of
dls_tmgmshuﬁg herselfy by keeping ups
a hot fire on him during his retarn.e-.
The slaushier on board my ship had
now become horrible,tne enemy centine
uing to rake us, and we unable to brin -
agun to oear. I therefore directsd :))
hawser to lic bent to the sheet anchor
and the anchortd becut from the bows
to bring her head round : this susceed-
ed. We again got our broadside te
bear, andas the eney wasinuch crip-
pled and unableto kold his own, I have
no doubt he would soon have drified
out of gun shot before ne discovered
we had anchored, had not the hawser
unfortunately parted. My ship had ta-
ken fire several tunes during the ac-
tion, but alarmingly so forward and
aft at this moment, the flames wers
bursting up cach hatchway, and no
hopes were entertainod of saving her;
our distance from the shore did not ex-
cecd three-quarters of a mile,& I hoped
many of my brave crew would be able
to save themselves, should the ship
blow up; as I was infornied the fire wan
near the magazine, and the ¢xplasion
of a large qauntity of powder below
served to increase the horrors of our

sithation—our boats were destroyed
by the encmy’s shot; I theirefore di-

riected thase who could swim te jump
overboard, and endeavor to gain the
shore, Some reached it—some were
taken by. the enemny, and some perisli-
ed in the attempt ; but most preferred
sharing with me the fate of the ship.
We, wuno remained, now turned our
attention whoily to extinguishing the
flames ; and when we had succeeded,
went again to our guns, where the fi -
ring was kept up for some minutes ¢
but by this time the crew were so weak-

ened that they all declared the impos.
sibility of making- further resistance,
and entreated me to surrender iny ship
to, save the wounded, as all further at-
tempt of opposition must prove inef-
fectual, almost every gun being dise.-
bled by the destruction of her crews.
I now sent for the officers of divisiow
to consult them ; but what was oy syt
prize to find only Acting Lieut. Ste-
phen Decatur M’Knight remaining,
(who confirmed the report. respecting
the condition of the guns on the gun
deck—those on the spar deck were
notin a better statc.) Liett, Wilmer,
after fighting most gallantly through-
out the action; had been knocked over-
board by a splinter while geiting his
sheet anchor from. the bows, and was
drowned , Acting Licut. John G. Cow -
el had lost a leg ; Mr. Edward Barne.
well, Acting Sailing Master, had been
carried below, dfter recci%ing W
severe wounds, one in the breast ard
one in the face ; and Acting Lt. W,
II. Odenheimer had been knocked o-
verboard from the quarter an instant
before, and did not regain the ship un-
til after the surrender. I was inform-
ed tnat the cockpit, the steerage, the
wardroom and the birth-deck. .could
contaln no more wounded ; that the
wounded were kitled while the sur-
jeons were dressing them, and that, un-
less something was speedily done to
prevent it, the ship would seon sink
from the number of shot holes in hex
bottom. And on sending for the Car-
penter he informed me that all his
crew had been kilied or wounded, and
that he had once Luen over the side to
stop the leaks, when his. slings had
becn shot away, and it was with difli-
cuity he wes saved from drowning.-—
The enemy, from the emoothness of
the water, and the impossibility of our
reaching him with our carronades, and
the little apprehension that was exci-
ted by ourfire, which had now become
n}uCh slackencd, was enabled to tak:

aun at us as a target ;. his shet, never

missed our hull, and my ship was cus




