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“Debate on the Direet Tay,
SPEFCH OF MR. CLAY,
( Concluded. )

The pablic debt e‘);is:t‘s, Howevercons
| tracted, the faith of the nationis pledg-
| ed for its redemjition,, It can only be
| peid by providing_ anexcess of revenue
| beyond expenditure, or by retrench-
ment. Did gentlemen contend that
| the results of the Feport were inaccu-
tate— that the proceeds of the revenue
| would be greater, or.the public expen-
| cesless than the estimate? On these
pubjects, Mr. C. said he believed it
would. be prosumption in him, when
 the defence of the report was in such
able hands, (Mr. Lrowndes) to attempt
| its vindication. Leaving the task; to
§ that gex.nl‘cmah', he should assume for
the present its acciracy. He would
§ lay down a general rule, from which
{ there ought never to be a departare,
without absolute necessity, that the ex-
pences of the year otightto be met by
the revenue of the year. If intime of
| warit were impogsible to observe this
pule, we. ought, in time of peace, to
rovide for as speedy a discharge of the
| debtcontracted in the preceding war as
§ possible.  This cap only be done by an
§ effcctive sinking fund based upon an
excess of revenue beyond expenditure,
k anda protraciion ofthie period of peace. -
E If in Eng}_ianﬁ the Sinking fdnd had not
-‘ ,fulﬁlled what was promised, it was be-
| #ause of a failure to provide such a rev-
[ enue, & because the intervals of peace
f in that country had been 160 few and
| Woshor:. From the revolution to 1312,
| & period of 124 years, there had been
W3years of war & on'v €1 of peace; ant
Qhere had been contesfed 638 129 577¢
Enfdebt, & discharped only 89,594,30%,

&'rech't amounted to 53,681,076/ and
Huring the peace which faiiowead, heiiig
7 years, from 1714 10 17 10, there was
liischa_rged_omy 7,231,528/ \Wihen
the opevations of our sinking fund are
mntrasted with thése of G. Biitain,
they wouid e found, to prescut the
wust gratifying resul'. Our public
tebt on the 15t day of Junnary 1802, a-
meunted.to R78,754. 568 70 cenis, & on
s st January. 1815, we had extin-
frished 833,872,453 98 cts.  Tius in
P years, one half the period of prace
‘Pt followed the treaty of Utrecht, we
b discharged more public debt than
et Britain did ddring thit period.<=
136 years she did not pay more than
eventh part of her debr. In 13 years
¥ paid more than a third of ours, If
then a public debt; contracted in 4
Maoner, he trusted, satisfactroy to thé
Wuntry, imposed upon us a duty to
Povide for its payment; if we were
“touraged, by past experience, to
Pe"s_cverein the application ofan elect<
e ginking fund, he would again repeat
t?‘l“‘the only alternatives were the a-
t.(",";lon of a systern of taxation produ-
¢ the revenue cstimated by the com-
:““1}':0 of Ways and Means, or by great
"enchment of the public expences.
€ what respect can a reduction of
e bublic expences be affected ? Gen-
“Ben who dssailed the report on this
Yound bave, by the indefinite natiire of
'Si(;e attack, great advantage on their
% Instead of contentinig them.
M"{S With crying out retrenchment !
rehchment ! a theme always plaiisi-
pe’ E’IU.Objl:ct alweys prupery, when the
U'bllc Interest will admit of it, let themn
sp:fég he attention o,f"t'tie houseto sd.mé
W, ed..sub.;i:'ct. H they veally think
ey ll;:ti()n of the arfiy or navy, or ei-
“Sol'gt.t'hem be propur, et them Jay d
The lonh upon the !;b?e 10 that:eﬁ'ect.
T had generally, it is true, singled
Y in disclssing this vuport (and he
aym? objection to meet them in this
fair;:'hough he thought the other the
(s 3 course,) the wilitary establish:
g ; Dt..: Mr. C. said he was glad that
ﬁ"&»ﬁy had fought itself into favor &
h::}i one appgared 'dispﬂs(.:d to move
. dUction o to oppose its gradual
yoventation, But the “standing ar
the great object of gentlemen’s
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| apprehension. And those who can

_ No paper will be discontiniued ‘until all ar. ! the v
j.army of 10,000 men., Those  whocan

st hat en: faithful represcfative,,

{hat altract particilar attention, to state

1 to which.we might be drawn ; and he

-should constitute a portion of the public

J.erexisted ; if we had no fears from

*The vational debt at the peace of U-

bravely set at defiance hebgoblins, the:
creatures of their own tertile imagina,
itions, are trembling for the liberties of
the poople andangered by a standing

courageously vote against saxes ‘are g-
larmed, for the safety of the constitution
& the country, at such a force scattered
,aver our extensive territory! Thiscould
no: have been expected, at. least inthe
Lionorable gentleman ( Mr. Ross) who,if
:he had been storming a fott, could not
have displayed thore cool collected cot-
jvaire than he did, when he declared that
he would shew to Pennsylvania, that

hotd aund indepéend
agaipstagtaX i, o T e
. Mr. C. spid'he had happened, very
incidentally the other day, and in a
manner which he had sipposed could |

ent erough to

R
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that the general condition of the world
admonished us to shape our measures
with a view to the possible contlicts in-

said he did not know when he should
cease to witneas the attacks made up-
on him in consequence of that general
remark, whén he should cease to hear
the cry of ¢“ standing army,” “national
glory,” Bc. &c. From the tenor of
gentlemen’s. observations it would
seem as if, for the first time in the his-
tory ofthis government, it was now
_propased that a- certain regular force

defence. But from the administration
of general Washington, down to tis
time, a regular force, a standing army
(if gentlemen please) had existed, and
the only question about it, at any time
had been, what should be the amount.
Gentlemen themselves, who most loud-
ly decry this establishment,..did not
propose an entire disbandment of it ;
and the question .ever with them, is
not whether a regular force be neces-
sary, but whether .a regular force .of
this or that amount be called for by
the actual state of our afluivs. .

The question is not, on any side of
the house, as to the nature but the
quantum of the force., Mr, C.said he
maintained the posliion, that, if there
was the most profound peace that ev-

any quarter whatever ; if all the workd
was ina state of the most profound
wnd absolute repose, a regular force
of ten thousand men was not too great
for the purposes of this goverment.—
YW knew too michyhe said;the of vicis-
situdes of human affairs and the tincer-
tainty ofall odr calculations,not toknow
that eved in the most profound tran-
quility, seme tempest may siddenly
arlse, artd bring us intoa state requi-
ving the exertion of military {orce,
which cannot Be created in 2 moment,
dut requires time for its collection,
organization and discipline. When
gentlemen taiked.of the force which
was dceuied sufficient Seme twenty
years,ago. whatdidthey mean? That
this force was not to be progrussive ?
That the full grown man ought to
wear the clothes and habits of bhis in-
fahcy? Thattheestablishments main-
tained by this government, when its
population amounted to four or five
millious only, should be the standard
by which our mieasures should he rege.
ulated in all subsequent stdtes of the
country ! If gentlemen meant this,
as 1t seemed they did, Mr. C, said he
and they should not agree. He con:
tended that establishmentsought to be
commensurate with the actual state of
the country, should grow with its
growthy and keep pace with its pro-
gress. Liook at that map (said he,
pointing to thé large Mdp of the Wni-
ted States which bangs in the Hall of
Representatives)—at the vast extent
of that couutry which Stretches from
the l.ake of the Woods, in the north-
west, to the Bay of Fundi in the east.
Look at the vast extent of maritime
coust ; recollect we have Indians and
powerful nations conterminous on the
whole frontier jand that we know not
at what moment the savage enemy or
Great Britain herself may seek to make
war with us, Qught the force of the
country to be graduated by the scale
of our eXposiire or are we to be unin-
fluenced by the increaseof our liabil.
ity towar ! Have we forgotten that
the power of France; as a counterpoise
to that of Great Britain, is annihilated
~Zgone ; never to rise again, I belleve
under the weak, unhappy imbecile
face who now sway her destinies  Any
individual must, I think, come to the
same’ conclision with myself, who
takesthose considerations Into view,
and reflects on our growthy the atate
of our defence, thé situation of the na:
tions of the world, and dbove all of
that nation with whom we are most
likely to come into collision=-for it 13
in vain to conceal it j this country must
"have many a hdard and desperace tug

TEorudigah f{ui ity amohga M€ natons

' disbandment.

with. Great Britain, let the two gov- |

| ernments be administered how and by

N

whom they inay.~That man must, be
blind to the indications of the future,
who cannot &ee. that we are dGStigfef‘.*{
'to have. war after war with:Great Bii-
tain, until, if one of the twe nations he
not crushed all, grounds of. collision
shall have ceased between. us, [ re-
peat, said Mr. C. if the condition of
France were that of perfect repose, in-
stead 6f that of a Vvolcano ready to
burst out again with a desolating erup-
tion 7 if with $pain our differences
weve settled ;,if the dréadful war rag-
ing in South America ‘were termina-
ted; if the-marines ¢f all the powers
of Europe were ‘rravscitated as ‘they
_stoad prior e révaiution of France ;-
if \here was azivirsal repose, and pro-

of the carih considering the actual
growth of our country, in his judg-
ment; the force of ten thousand men,
would not be too great for its exigen:
c¢ies. Do gentlemen ask if 1 rely on
the regular force entively for the de-
fence of the country 7 ¥ answer, it is
for garrisoning and keeping io order:
our fortifications, for the preservation
of the national arms for something
like a safc depository of miilitary sci-.
ence and skill, to which we may rectr
in time of dangery that I desire to main
tain an. adequate rvcgular force. I
know, that in the hour of peril, our
great reliance must be on the wholce
_physical force of the country, and that
no detachment of it can be exclusive-
ly depended on.  History proves that
no nation, not destitute of the military
art, whose peopie were unlied in s
defence, ever was\ccr;quercd.‘_it is
true thatin countries where standing
armies have beenentirvely relied on, the
armics have been subdued and the sub-
jugation of the nation has beenthe con-
sequence of it ; but no example is to
be found of a united peoplebeing con-
quered, Who possessed an adequute de-
gree of military knowledge. Liook at
the Greeian republics’ struggling
successfully against the overwielm-
ing force of Persia; look more recent-
ly at Spain. 1 have great conlidence
in the militia, and I would go with my
hovorable colleague, (Mr. M’Kee)
whose views I know are honest, hand
i hand, -in .acming, disciplining and
reudering e,ife(ili'.ﬁc the militia=~] am
for providing the nation with every
possible means of resistance. 1 ask
my honoroble colleague, after I have
gone thus far with him; to goa step far-
ther with me, and let us retain the
force we now have for the purposes
[Have already described. [ask gentle-
men who prepose to reduce the army
if they have examined in detail tue
number and extznt of the posts and gar-
risons on our maritime and intevior
frontier 2 1{ they have not gon
through this progress of reasoning,
how shall we arrive at the result that
we can reduce the army with safety ?
Thereis not one of our forts adequate-
ly garrisoned at this moment; and
there 1s nearly 1-4 ofthem that bave
not one mai. [ said the other day that
I would rather vote for the au@:nen-
tation than the reduction of the army.
When returning to iy country. from
its foreign service, and looking at this
question it appeared to me that the
maximum was £6,000 the minimtim
10,000 of the force we oughtto retaim
And I again say, that rather than re-
duce I would vote to increase the
present force. _ ,

A standing army Mr. Clay said, had
been deemed necessary from the com-
mencement of the governmient to the
preseint time. The question was only
as to the quantum of force ;and not
whether it should existi No man
who regards his political reputation
would place himself before the peo-
ple an a prdposition for its absolute
He admitted a qtes-
tion as to quantum might be carried
so far as to rise intd a question of prin-
ciple. If we were to propose to re-
tain an army of thirty or forty or fifty
thousand men; then truly the question
would present itself, whether ourp
rights were .uot in some danger from
sucha §tanding army, whetherrellance
was to be placed altogether onafitand-
ing army ot on that natiiral safe de-
fence which, accordifig to the habits
of the country and the principles of
our government, i§ considered the bul-
wark of our liberties; But between
five and ten thousand men; or any
nimber under ten thousand, it coitld
not be a questioh of principle: for
unless gentlemen were afraid of spec-
tres; it was utterly impossibie that any
danger could be appreaended from ten
thousand men ; dispersed on a frontier
of many thousand miles—<here twenty
or thirty; there an’ hundred, and the
lirgest amount at Detroit; hot exceed-
ing a thin regiment. And yet, brave
gentlemen—géntlemen who are not
alarméd at hobgdbling=—who can =
{repidly vote é¥'efi against taxes, are

the army-in ;th _
sotly a timey. the . orthodoxy of: which;
aad been §0 ostentatiously proclaimed ¥
It was trie; when that gentleman’
came.into power, it was-with.a; deter-
:mination to retrench-as faras practi-
cable.. Under the full infiuence: of:
these.notionsy in 1802, the -bold- #tep
of wholly. disbanding the army,"
er was thought of. 'The . miliary
peace establishment.was thén. fked
at about four thgtsand inen.” Butbe-

fore Mr. Jefferson went out.of pdver

what was done—~that is, in April 18872

In additiog to the then existing pgce

mofiiting - to, betweén five- and’ six |
thousrnd men,. weye, anthgissd, mak-:
‘ing-a (68al force precisely €qual to-the
present peace establishment. it was
true that, all this -foice had never:
been actually enlisted and embodied ; |
that the. recruiting service had been |
suspended and thatat the commence-
ment of the war we had far froh this
number; and, Mr. C. said we have not
now #ctually ten thousand men, being
at least two thousand defficient of that
number. Mr. C; adverted to what had |
been said on this, and, other ccrasions
of ;Mr. Jefferson’s not having seized
the faverable moment for war which
was afforded by the attack on the
Chessapeake. He had always ene
ertained the, opipion, he said, that
Mr. Jefferson on that occasion
took the correct manly & frank course,
in saying to the British government——
your officers haye done this—it isanen-
ormous aggression—~do you approve
the act, do you make it youb caiise or
not ?  Thuat government did not sanc-
tion the act; it disclaimed ity and
promptly too—and, although they for
a long time withheld due redress, it
was ultimately tendered. If Mr, Jef-
ferson had used his power to carry the
country into a war at that period, it
might have been suppoited by public
‘opinion during the mdment of fever,
but it would soan abate and the people
would begin to ask; why this war had
been made withoiit understanding
whether the British governmeiit avow-
ed the conduct of its officers, &e. If
the threatening aspect of our relations-
with England had entered into the
condideration \t-hl'ch hod caiincd f(ﬂc—'-fn‘-
crease of the army at the time Mr. C.
said; there werce considerations equal-
ly strong at this time, with otir aug-
mented gopulation, for retaining our
present force. If, however, there
were 1o threatenings from any guar-
ter, if the velative force of European
nations, and the general balance of
pawetr ekisting before the Frerich rev-
olution were restoved § if South Ame-
rica had not made the attempt,in which
he trusted in God she would sucteed,
to achieve ler independence; if our
alfairs with Spain were settled, he
would repeas, that ten thottsand men
wouid not be too great a force for the
necessities ofthe country, and with a
view to futtre-emergéncies.

He had taken the liberty the other
day to make séme observations; which
he might now repeat, as furnishing
auxiliary considerations for adopting a
course of prudence and precautidhi.—
He had then said, that our affairs with
Spain were not settled, &c. that the
Spanish minister was reported to have
made some inaditiissible demands, of
oitr government. The factturned out,
Mr. C: saidj as he had presentedit, It
appeared that what was then rumor
was now fact ; and Spain had taken the
grountl hot only that there must be a
discuission of out title to that part of
Liouisiana formerly called West Flori-
da, (which it might be dotbted wheth-
er it ought to take place) but had re-
quired that we must surrender the ter-
ritory first and discuss the right to it
afterwards. Besides this unsettled
state of our relations with Spain, he
said; there weie other rumors—and he
wished to God we had.the 5ame means
of ascertaining their corretiness,as we
had found of dscertaining the truth of
the rumor just noticed—It was ru-
moied that the Spanish province of
Florida had been ceded with all her
pretensions; to Great Britain. Would
gentlemen tell him, then; that this was
a time when any statesman wottld pur-
sue the haszardous policy ol disarming
entirely—of quietly smoking our pipes
by bur firesides; regardiess of impend-
ing danger? It might be a palatable
doctrine to some, but he was persua:
ded wad condemned by the rules of
conduct in piivate life; by those max-
-img of sound precaution by which indis
viduals would regulate their private
affairs. Mr. Ci said, he did not here
mean to take up the question in rela-
tion to South” America:  Still it was
immpossible not to see thaty inthe prog-
ress of thingsy, we might be called on
to decide the question whether we
would or would not lend them our aid.
This opinion he boldly declared=-and
he entertamned ity not in any pursuit of

alarmed by 4 fui6e of this extent!
What, he asked, was the amount ofi

vain glory, but from a deliberate ¢one

establishment, . eight regiments s
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viction;.of its being 'conformable.to the
best intergsts. -of +the: country——thaty
?h"i‘”i_"g &.proper understanding with
foreign:- powerss—that ..understanding
which:prudence-and:a just precaution
recommended<—it would-undoubtedly

be good. policy- 10 take part with the

p{patriots of South America. . He ben

fiéved.it could be shewn thaty on the
strictest principles of -public law, we
have.aright to take part with themyde
that-:our iinterposition. in. their favor
would be effectuals - But he confessed;
with:infinite végret; that he saw aisus
pineness, on this- interesting : subject
throughout gurcountry, whichleft him
almpost: Withiout: hope; that what herbts

try weuld be pursued. He considered
tht releasé of any part of America
from the domibions of the old world,
as adding. to the general seeurity of
the new.—Ife coild not contemplate
tite exertions, of the people of South
therica, witholt..wishing that, t‘hey“
might triuinph; and nobly triumph.—
He. believed the ctause of humanity
would be prometed by the interposition
of any foreign power which shouid
tetminate the corntest between the
friends and énemies of Independence
in that quarter, for @ more bloody and
cruel war never had been carried on
since the days, of Adam than that
which is now régingip South Ameri-
ca—in which not the least regard is
paid to the laws of wary to the rights of
prisonets, nor even to the rights. of
kindred. I do not, Baid Mr. C. effer
these views ekpecting to influence: the
opitions of others - they are op.imor}S,
of my 6wn, Bit on the question of
general policy, whether or not we shail
interfere in the war in South Americay
it may turn out that, whether we: will
or wiil not choosé to interfere in. their
behalf, we shall be drawn into the cons
test in the cotibse of its progress. A#
mang other démands by the minister,
of Spaih; i8 the exclusion of the flag of
Buends Ayres and other parts of South
Amerkca froin our ports. Qur governs
ment has takeh a ground on this suhs
jeet, of which I think no gentlemati
‘can disapprove—that all parties shall
be admitted and hospitably . treated id
our pbres, provided they conform to
out laws whilst among us.’ What
cotFse Spain may take upon this sube
ject, it was impossible now to say.—=
‘Althotigh I would not tiige this as an
argument for increasing our fortep
said Mr. C. I would place 1t among
thdse considerations #hith ought 1o
have weight with every enlightehed
mind in determining {ipoh the propries
(v of its reduction. It is asserted t_hi;it,
Gireat Britain has strengthened and is
strehgthening herself in the provinces
adjoining us. Isthisa fhoment Whefu
in prudence we ought to disarm. Nb,
sit. Preserve your existing forcé; _Rs
would be extrenm.e indiseretion o 168
enit. _ X
Mr. C. here mafle Soté bbséivations.
toshew a reduction of the dariny to
from four to five thousand then; ag had
been suggested, Would fiot octadion,
such a diminution of expénse as to aus
thorise the rejection of the repbit; or
any essential altération in the amount
of revenue, which the systetn proposes.
to raise from intetnal taxes, and his.
colleague (Mr. M’Kee) appeared €«
qually hostile ta all of thein. Havibgy
however, shewn that we cannot in safety
reduce the ariny, Mr. C. would leave~
the details of the report in thg able
hands of the hohorable chairian; (Mrs
Lowndes) who, he had no doiibt, could
demonstrate; that with all the retrench.
ments which ha been recomtnended,
the government would be babkruptin
less thah three years, if most of these
taxes Were not continued. He would
now hasten to that concliision; at which
the committee could not regtet more
.than he did, thdt he had ot lobg since
arrived. ) .
‘As to thié attitude ih whieh this
country should be placed, the duty of
Congress could not be mistaken. My
olicy i3 to presetve the present force,
naval and military, to provide for the
aiigmentation of the pavy and if the.
-danger of war should increase, to in-
crease the army also. Arm the militia,
and give it the most effective character
of which it is susceptible. Provide in.
the most ample manber, and plave in:
proper depots, all the munitions and’
instruments of war.  Fortify and

Vstrengthen the weak and vulnerable

points indicated by experience. Cone
stritct military toads and canals—pare
ticulary from the Miami of the Ohio te
the Miami of Erie ¢ from the Scioto to
the Bay of Sandusky ; from the Hud-
‘son to Ontario ; that the facilities of
transportation may exist of the men &
means-of thé country to points where
they may be wanted,” I would employ
‘on ‘this. object a part of the army;
which should also be employed on our
line of frontier, territorial and marie
time, in strefigthening  the works of

kdefen;;. § would provide steam bt

b et ——

liever the correct,Policy of the.couns...- -




