Ranges, & demands on the treasury, re-
' Quested information from the treasu-
- ey department. The intormation ob-
tained accompanies this report. It
will be obseived that the surplus rev-
¢nue applicable. to these objects, is
hypothetically stated in the secretary’s
letter as necessarily it must be in the
present state of the revenue laws.
It appéar’s, however, under any con-
templated change in the existing svs-
rem, thiat the revenue would be suffi-
¢ient to supply, after the present year,
and diring a state of peace, an annual
appropridtion of $600,000 for the pur-
~pose of internal improvément. . That
sum would constitute a fund capable
of «fP:cting many-waluable objects of
{39t kind 5 and under prosperous cir:
¢ oastances the fund might be praduoid
1y sugmented in the propertioy of tie
acorease of tie public debt. But, if it
shaii enter into the policy of rovern-
n .ot to anthorize expenditures in the
ex cuiion of the works calcuated for
piubdlic advantage and'gzaeral convens
ieace, the same policy wilkidirect to
the provision of the means... For it
caniot be doubted that the tfesources
of the nation are a.0ply suilicient;
when brought in aid of private means;
to uffzct every object of improve.:ent
on roads 2nd canals, that wre of dh ex:
tensive nature, and of national concern,
The comuiittee respecifully propis-
ses that an annual appropriation ve,
made to constitute a fund for waking
rozds and opening  canals ; that the
fund shall be put under the direction
of ine Sceretary of the Treéasury, who
shall, wheuever authorvised by Cou-
gress, subscribe for shares in tne stock
of companiés incorporated for inaking
artificial roads or opening canals, and

shall pay out of the ator~said fund the |

fnstalments as they become duc on
shares ; and that any dividends thence
arising, when any work shall be com-
pleted, sball be p.id iuto, apd
become a part of satl fundi and the
Secretary shall report, at each session,
to Congréss, all expenditures, and the

state of the works in which the gov-
ernment are concerred.
~ e committee have divected a bill
tp ¢ reportedembracing thie above pro:
V121018,
Lreasury Department, Jan. 26th 1818,
Sir—In your letter of the 27th ulti-
mo, information is requested upon the
two followisg points ; Ist. Incase the
revenue law shod!d be modified accor-
ding to the plan proposed by the §=c-
retary of the treasury, whether the
surplus revenue arising from perma-
nant sources would authorize a stand-

ing aspropriation of monics, annually, !

applicable to the construction of rouads
and canals, and to. what amount., 2. In
case the creation of stock showld be
autuorized, redeemable at a future pe-
riol, to be employed in the purchase
of shares i the companies formed for
waking voads and canais, what partic-
W orancaes of the existing reveatwe
would be most proper o change, and
to waatumguat, wiih the redemption
of snch stock. . ‘
[nanswer to the firstinquiry, T Have

the honoar to staie, that if the revenue

- Wore permaneatiy  established upon
the footing  propused in the report
from this department of the 6th of De-
cember iast, and if the public expendi-
tuves should not cxceed the annual
surplus of revenue, which might be
esttmated, during the continuande of
the peace, at about four millions of
dollars, \Vhether the facts assumed
by wuich' this result is produced will
agiualiy exist, can only be ascertained
when the intentions of congress upon
these points shall have been devel-
oped.

Asto the second inquiry, it may be
ebserved that there are no branches of
the existing revenue, which are not
aiready pledged, either specially, or in
4 general manner, for expenditures,
élready authorized, excepting certain
duties which will expire on the 17th
of Feb, next ; and which, ifcontinued
by congressafter that time, will prob-
ably be substitutedin lieu of other duijes
which' are now pledged, and which
wiil be- diminished or” entirely abol-
isaed. Ifstock should be issued un-
der any modifications for the purpose
of internal improvements, there is
therefore no branch of the revenue
which could be exclusively charged
with redemption, without violating pri-
ot appropriations and -pledges.” But
as the aggregate mass of the revenue
1s estimated; the ycar 1816, to exceed
the aggregate amount of the charges
upoun it, this surplus, if congress should
think proper, might be applied either
directly to the defraying of the expen-
ses of internal improvements, or, if
stock should be issued, as a fund for
its redemptioh. No necessity is per-
ceived forissuing stock, for this pur-
pose, unless it shall be determined to
commence the expenditures before
the termination of the present year ;
during which year there will be no

. surplus of revenue, After its expira-
tow, when there” ehall be a surplus,
there can be no reason for constitutin.g

. stock. or, m other words, for borrow-
ing money. The money in hand de-
rived from the surplus revenue can be

. applied directly 1o the purpose propo-

a-d. I bave the honor to be, &ec.

' ‘ A. J, DALLAS:

Hhn. Jerem ah Morerow, Cliairinan of the’com-
mntes of tue Senute o tuuds and Cunals, J

!
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Cdestrucrives

i pect was gloodiy and perilous.
general state of the fund as well as the

;our national

Tnteresting Correspondence.

Letter from BENIAMIN AvsTi¥, Esq.

to the Hon. ThoMas JeFFERSON.

‘ BostoN, December 9, 1815,
S1rn—Since the retnrn of General
=, from his visit to Mon-
ticello, T am highly gratified in hear-
ing thatyou ehjoy your health, and that
yoii are so happily situated in your do-

mestic.retirement, ,

During the convilsions in Europe,
and the events which have taken place,
in our country; a person of your accu-
rate observation mist lave experien-
ced the most anxious solicitude, fo_v
the result of those important contro-
versies:” As to France; we arealldiss

_appeinted in the termination of arevo-
‘ution which promised a trelief .frpm‘I
the ‘yranny of establishments,. which

hav: been inconsiderately advocate_(i
. . . S8 e 3

in t e federal papers as ¢ leégitimate.

But the# ways of Heavenare datk and

 iniricate,” and we are obliged to sub-
Pinit to the decries of Providence, huw-
'ever contrary towhat we may think,
“are productive to the gencral happi-
“pess of mankind.
“1e1 bt an alliance bf foreign despots,
i Amevica hust expect to rise by a

As FFrance has fal-

N-
10N of Freewmen, acting in their consti-
tiutional cajpacity.  The desting of
France shouts be a lesson of adnioni-’

“tion to the Unitéd States:

It nst affort the highest tonsola-
tion to find, that the henor and glovy ol
our Republic hdve Ueen prowoted by
the very means which our cnemics
had nredicted would be rainotis and
Nothing but thenterpo-
sition of Providence could have prudu-

“ced so much ¢ood, from what was con-
( sideved by some as productive of so

much evil, Thé United States were
forced into a controversy in defence of
their marine rights, which il they had
failed in vindicuting would have check-
ed, if not termibated thelr fut‘ure pros-
pects as an indepeadent, nations Ay
the beginning of the couflict, the pros-
Re-
peated disasters appalied the umid in
the prosecution, while the disaffected
were daily aitempting to counteract
efforts, by systematic
combinations, and illegitimute couven-
tions— amidst these complicated diff-
tulties, we have succeeded in our
“ Appear To HEAVEN, dind every
real American must feel a pride in
contewplating, that the energies of an
administration, beset with such a pha.
lanx of oppasitiony have triumpaed,
not ofily over a loreign enemy; but
have baffled the wiiy projects of a
mcre dangereus body ol»intcl‘l}al foes;
I would not wish tu be censorious, but
the fact is too evident o be denicd.—
Not that we cousuder every nomina!
federalist was thus inimica'y but’ the
artful proceedings of certain leaders
urged many Sonest men to adopt those
vesolutions wnich have produccid num-
berless scrious evils, Ve can easlly

the enticed;

As the pregent state of our country
demands some extraordinary efforts in
Congress to bring forward the Jgri-
cultural and Mdrnufaciuring interests
of the United Statesy ¥ am induced to
mention a plea, often used by the
ftiends of England, that the work
shofis of Lurofie ure recommended by
you, as the most profier to furnish ar-
ticles of manufacture to the citizens of
it United States, by which they infer
that it is' your opinion, the MANUFa4.
rures of this country are not proper
objects for Congressional pursuits.—
They frequently enlarge on this idea
as corresponding with your sentiments,
and endeavor to weaken our exertions
in this particular, by quoting you us
the advocate of 7ureign manujactures,
to tie exclusion of domestic.  Not
that these persons have any friendly
motive towards you, bat they think it
will answer their purposes, if such
sentiments ¢an be promulgated with
an appearance of respect to your opin-
ions Yam sensibie thut many of these
persous mean Lo niisrepresent your
real intentions, being conviuced that
the latitade they take with your ree
marks or, manufactures, is far beyond
what you contemplated at the period
they were writtén L'he purity of your
mind conld not lead you to anticipate
the perfidy of foreign nations, which
has since taken place—If you hag, it
is impossible that you would have ais-
couraged the manufactures of a nation,
whose helds have since becn abund-
antly covered with merino sheep, flax
and cottony or depended on” lvoms at
6000 miles distance, to furnish the cit-
izens with clothing, when their inter-
nal resources were adequate to pro-
duce such necessaries by their domes.
tic industry. You will pardun my re.
marksg, and excuse my . freedom in wri-
ting you on this subject: But it would
be an essential service at this crisis,
when the subject of manufactures will

© work shopis of Burofiey” in the sup-
ply of such articles as can beé manulac-
tured among ourselves.  An‘explana-
tion from you on this subject would
greatly coutribute to the auvancement
of those manufactures, which have
risen during the lute ‘war toa respect-
able state. of maturity aud- improve-
ment, " Lomestic manulactures is the

Tishmeénts unde# the sole cantroul of
capitalists; our children may be educa-
ted under ‘the ipspection of their pa-
rents, while the habits of industry may .
be duly inculcated.

If the general, idea should prevail |
that you prefer foreign work shops to'!
domestic, the high character you sus- |
tain among the friends of our country,
muy lead them to a discouragemetit of
that enterprize which is viewed by
mahy a8 an essential object of our ha-
tional independence. I should not
have taken the freedom of suggesting
my ideas, but beibg convinced of your
patriotistm, and devotedniess to the
good of your country, have urged me
to make the foregoing dbservations ;
vour candor will excuse me iftheyare
wrong. :

I shall be happy in receiving an an-
swer (0 this letter, for in the preseat
state of political controversy and in-
trigue, the real republicans must rely
on our ¢ long treed patriots,” (among
whom you stand pre-eminent)to guide
and direct in the future pursuits of the
government, Though retired from
public life, yet your private council is
essential, and we must dolicit youraid
to help the administration to substan-
tiate by wise measures in peace; what
we-have ootdined' i war. The patri-
ot is always called on duiy; while the
exigencies of hi3 country need hi§ 4d-
vite, and his certions are requited to
to carry his principled Into operation.
We are limited but to a few ¥ears; to
discharge our trust as citizens; and
we must be wore active as the perlod
shortens.  Tae real patriot never sa-
crificed principles o poiicy——¥Wagn-
ingion, Adams, Hancock, Madison &
yourselt; rose guperior 1o such a deg.
vadaticn, The old patriots, it not eni-
filoyed in conducting the ship, yettney
are viewed as BEACUONS, by which
belmismen may steerwo wne hdver of
satcty. ‘ ' ‘
-1 remain, sir; with sentliients of the
highest respect, and cordial wishes
{for your huppiness, your undeviating
friend,; . ,
BENJAMIN AUSTIM;
Hon THoxMas JEFFer-oN.

MR. JEFFERSON’S ANSWER.
MosTi¢ELLO, Jan. 9, 1816,

Dear Sir~~I acknowledged with
pleasure your letter of the 9th Dec.
last, .

Your opinions on the events which
have taken place in France, are en-
tirely just, so far as these events are
vet developed. But we have reason
to suppose, that they hdve not reached
their ultimate termination, There is
still an awful void between th2 pre-
sent, and what is to be, he last chap-
Je of that history ; and I fear it is to
be fiiled with abominations as fright-
fuly as those which have already dis-
graced it.—That nation is too high

mindedy has teo much innate force,
[ ntellipence and elasticity, to remain
distinguish between the enzicers and:

qniet under its prosent compression,
Sampson wiil arise in his strength,
and probabiy will ere long burst asun-
der the cords and the webs of the
Philistines, But what are to be the
scents of havoc and horror, and how
widely they may spread between the
brethern of one family, our ignorance
of the interiour feuds and antipathies
of the country, plwces beyond our ken,
Whatever may be the convulsions, we
cannot but indulge the pleasing lope,
they will end in the permanent estab-
lishinent of a representative govern-
ment ; a government i which the will
of the people will be an effective in-
gredient; This important elemént has
talen rootin the European mind, and
will have its growth, Their rulérs sen-
sible of this, zre already offering this
modification of their governments, un-
der the plausible pretence, that it is a
voiuntary concession on their part.—
Had Bonapurte dsed his legitimate
power honestly for the establishmont

and support of a free government,

France would now have been in pros-
petity and resty and her exanple ope-
ratng for the benefit of maukind, ey-
ery nation il Eurépe would eventually
have fuunded a governmeént over which
the will of the people would have had
a powertul controis  Fhs improper
conduot however has checked the
salutary progress of principle ; bt the
object is fixed in the cye: of nations,
zud they will press 1o its accompligh-
ment, and to thc general amelioration
of the condition of man, "What a
germ have tne Freen.en of the United
States planted, and how faithfully
snouid they cherish the parent tree at
home.—Chlagtine and mortification
are the punisushents olir €ncihies re-
ceive, .

You tellme I am duoted by those
who wish to continue our dependance
on Eugiand for manufactures, There
wasa ime when I might have been
s0 quoted with wmore candor. But

come so powcerfully before Congress, !
by petitions from various establish-| changed? We were then in peace-=’
ments, if you condescend to express ‘
more minutely, your idea of the

object contemplated jinsteaa of"estuabs’

within the thirty years which have
sice elapsed, how are circumstances

ourindependent place among nations
wisackhowledged. A'cormitrce whith

i offered the raw materials in exchange
i for the saine material, after receiving

the last touch of industry,’wag worthy

| the attention of all the nations. It was

expected, that those especially to
whom manufacturing industry wasim-
portant; would cherish the friendship’
ot such customers by every favor, and
particularly cultivate their peace by
every act of justice and friendship.—

1 . .
Undetthis prospet? thé gqestion seem-
ed legitimate, Whether,with siich anim-
mensity.ofunimprovedland courting the
hand of hus bandry, the industry of ag-
riculture, or that of manufactures,
would add mostto the national weajth?
And the doubt on the utility of Ameri.
can manufactures was .entertained “on
this consideration chiefly, that to the
labor of the husbandman a vast addi-
tion is ade by the spontaneous -ener-
gies of the earth on which it is employ.
ed. .For one grain of wheat commit-
ted to the earth, she renders 20, 30,
and even 50 fold—Whereas the labour
of the manufactiirer falls in rost i-
stances vastly below thié profit.—
Pouuds of flax 1 his hands; yield but

penny weigiits of lace,~"This ex:
chang, too, laborious a3 it might

seem, what a field did it promise for
the occupation of the occean—ivhat «
nursery forthat class of citizens ivho
were to exercise and maintair. our e-
qual wrights on that clement 7 Tlijs
was the state of things in 1785, whes
the Notes on Virginia were first pub-
lished ; wlien thie ocean being operi 1o
all nations, and their conmon rights
in it acknowledged and exercised un

der regulations sanctioned by the as-
sent antd usuge of all, it was thougi:

that the doubt might claim some con-

sideratiofi. Bat whd in 1785, couid
foresce the rapid depravity wuich was
torender the tiosz of that cenwury a
disgrace to the history of civilized so-
ciety ! Who cduld have imagined
that the two most distinguishedin th:
rank bf nations, for scirnée and civili

zation, would have suddedily descend-
ed from that honorable eminence, and
setiing at defiance all those moral laws
estabilshed by the Author of Natire
bétween nation and nation as baiween
mah and an, wou!d cover earth and
séa with robberies and piracies, fnere-
ly because strong enough to do it with
temporal impunity, and that under this
disbandment &f nations from social or--
der, we should have been despoiled of
a thousand ships, and of (housands of
our citizens reduced to Aligerine slay-
ery !—2And all this bas takéh piace.—
The British interdicted 10 our vessels
all harbors of the globe without hav-
ing’ first proceeded to some one of
hers, there paid a tribute proportioned
to the cargo, obtained hef Hcense to
proceed t0' the port of destinationi—
The French declared them (o be law-
ful prize if they bhad touched af the
port, or been visited by a ship of the
enemy nation. Thus wefe e com

pletely excluded from the ocean.—
Compare this state of things with that
of ’85, and say whethet an opinion
founded in the circums:ances of £hiat
day, can be faitly applied to those of
the present. . We have egperienzed
what we did 66t then believe, that
there exists both profligacy and pow-
er enough to exclude us from the ficid
of interchange with other nations—

that to be independent for the coinfores
of life, dve must fubricate them our.
selves.  Wemust now place the Man-
UFACTURER by the side of the Agri-
¢utrurest. The former question is
suppressed; or rather assimes a new !
form. The grand enquiry now is,
shall we make our own comforts, or
go without thein at the will ol a foreign
nation ! He thercfore who is naw ¢-
gainst domesti¢ mautifactures, inist
be for redicing us eithier 16 deprens
dance on that nution, or be clothed in
skins and to live like wiid beast in
dens and caverns. ‘1 am proud to' sy, .
I am not one of theye. :

Experience has taaght fe that man.
ufactures are now as necessary to our'
independence as to our comforts—and
if those who quote me as ot a diffcrent
opinion, Will keep pace with me it pur- !
chasing nothing forcign, whére an e-
quivalent of doméstic fabric can be ob-
tained, without regard to difference of .
price, it will not be our fauit if we do'l
not soon have a supply at home equal !
to our demand, and wrest that weapon i
of distress [rom the hand wlicl has so
long wantohly wickledit. Ifit shall be
proposed to go beyond cir own supply,
the question of ’83 will then recur, viz 1 |
Will our ‘surplus labor be then more
beneficially employed in thé culture of
the earth or iy the fabrications of art ?
We have time yet for consideration,
before that question will'préss upon us ;
and the maxim to be applied will de-
peid od the circumstances which shall
then €xist.  For in so complicated a
science as’ political cconoiny, no one
axiom can be laid downas wise and ex-’
pedient for all times & circumstances.
lnattenition to this is What h4s called
for this’explanatidh to answer the ca-
vils of the uncandid,'who use my for-
‘mér opinion only as a stalking horse to
keep us in eternal vassalage to a fo-
reign and unfrierfdly natioh.

I'salute you with assurances of great
‘respectand esteem. .
o TH : JEFFERSON.

Bewsjamin Austin, Esq.

—ef ST (e , "

It i3 estimated that one man’s spee-
ehes™ in congress, (who is constantly
cémplaining of abridgments of the free-
dom of debafe !) will cast the United
States at least $70,0004for the present
session.

v o.ee

. President Petion has purchased’an
elegant vessel, built at New-¥ork; by
certain shipwrights there on private
account, for $220,000. She carries 40

gainst his majesty king Henry. -

| by the aid of laber-saving machiner J&

- class who, from their previous habts

fitted foragricuitaral pursuits, & o J&

imported into the United States’

guns and 300 men, and is cruising-a- |

The followibg extract fiom ye, -
made to the committee of comn? )
and Manufactures of the se.,aljr.
House ol Represeptatives, Shew‘a {

" importance of giving the encoué ;
ment to this extensive and highly s
uable branch, of our manu'facu,:
so that it may go on Prosperoyg,

~ few: years to come, when We may
defiance at all attempts ‘(g Du(l'ﬂ
down. ., o ’
Atthis time, there are in the .

pf_()om_lect'icut, alone, twenty fiy il

tablishments for the -ma;iufac(ure )

woolen cloths, employing 1200 pery;
and as many-nore who do not dirE(‘u‘

appertain to the establishmengs, 'l;h

capital already invested there, :

mo:.'z'nts to 450,000, dollars, ang the
abe capable of making, and probgp, !
manutacture annually, equal in Ay,

to 375.0C0 yards narrow, op [250‘:

vaids of broadcloths.  Besides ’lhi

quantity made at the cstahlismcnts!(
is calculated rherp are 500,000 ar’-&
wade apnually in families, ang (h‘csSe;
at the eovniry clothiers shops ; part |
whict is 1egularly sold at the coupyy

store-keepers—doing avway, thyg e

their former pl;aclii;e_ of supphvip,

tnemseives with British Toods of o4

tar deseriptions The vaiue of

woolen cioth thus manulaciureg

)

4
A8
allvy

O 3 fy atlly y
iowest estimaie, is $1,500,000, .

king a home market for asuiple of o, B8
country of 960,00C pounds of woo!, 0;
the produce of 400,040 sheep. ;I8
regard 10 the whole qdalzlily of wooley ’
cloths manulactured i“..“'e:U-Siates
we cannot speak with precision;bm
from the best information obyyy,
there is, at this time, annually manu.!
factured in all-the states, to the amgyy
of nineteen ,millibn:%'.of' doliarg ;ffqin. ;
ring a capital, iu buiitlings ang -
chinery, of twelve millions of doljy. |
abd émploying ditectly £0,000 pergy, B
and as_many wore incidentally, Wi
encofifagement, which we deem iy g, [
policy ot the government to bestow |8
this branch of our industry, the quanc§
tity @f woolens manufactared iy yj,
country would be doubled in foyp years I8
and be nearly suflicient to st poly i R
whole demand of the United Siates. B8
When itis considered, that the wogly [
manufacture is now maXing a domesi i
market for an important staple of o i
country, equal in value 1o seven B8
lions of dollars, that the pioduct o2
industry, eqial to nineteen milijous ([l
dollars, % a great gain of nauon! J§
wealth in giving employnient (o varion JR
kinds of labor, at the same time pr. I8
venting foreigners from drawing gren |8
resources trom us in the sale of thei Ji§
manufactured goods ; that it produes [
an interest in the countey, that, unis [§
all cjrcumstancés must be an Amcr [
can fnterest 5 the policy of giving itdl B
necesstry support, bécomes obviou[§
to every unprejudiced mind, At the g
same time that 1t is aiding and encour @
aging agriculture in consuming h
productionsy it is'in no degree tking g
from her the labour necessary tocan
on her operations. A great proportic i
of woolenr manufacture is curried o8

which is almost exclasively superinJi§
tended by won:en and childrén and it |8
infirm, who would otherwise be wholi |8
destitate of empioyment, wlhercasthJ
are now able 18 maintain themseives~
Tive manual labor employed is of thd |-

and occupations in lifc, are wholiyur

if not thus employed, would in most
instances, be a burden on socicty;®
mong this deséription’are to be number
rod many valusble foréigners whoat
daily arriving among us in needy and
indigent circumstances, and whoseo®
ly employmeut has been in the mat
facturing business at home. .
In the exchange between the differ
ent states of the manufactured gOOd"
and of the raw materials, andin
growing wants of many foreign
clesy as dye stufls, &c. the commerct®
our country, particularly the coasths
trade, is equally benefitted witho¥
dgriculture : A
f the wooler' manufactures do ™
laitguish for want of nec essary supp
from’ government at this time, t° i
canuot be a doubt, but in  the cour’ gl
of a very few years we shall be able"
supply the whole demands of the U
ted’ States at a lower rate thanasimi
manifacture can now be jmported %
abroad. Great Britain excyldes &
woolen goods’ nor suffers a yard 0¥,
imported except ina finished state: ”
is nbt néw a question with her WAV
factdrers' who shall sell at highest ™.
ces, but who can maniifacture chieaP™|
and the competition thds p"i*oduccd’,-‘asv
enabled her to'undersell all the natie®
in Europe. ‘f'he same encouragt™’
to the busihessin this country will P .
diice a'like compefition, and enable™
eéventually toandirsell her,evenin®
eign markets, L
The amount of woolen cloths ™
= ;about the quanuiiy at this
mahufacturedsabout nipeteen mll""‘1
of dollars in- yalue. It isa b!’?‘“e;a
susceplible of an increase of 25 OF
per cent annually, so that in the 00“%
of five years at Iéast, we may be# ‘l.eé
clothe ourselves, ihde’p’érfcfy;nt 0;%,
foreigh nation,’and give a new 5‘.“1%,‘
lous to agriculture, which is nov ‘.d,
guishibg underthe negessity of'dt’fpezu
ing'upon a precarious foreign M"
for most of her important praduct”



