* - qners of that instrument that there

- waich gentlemen contend; we com-

" . ghouid be ineligible for: the next. fotird

©is un instance: in ‘Which the spirit of |
. the constitution would be openly; abe

o3

words 2 Doubtless that the legislatare:!

who should rale them, an inestimable

“which takes away the ‘rig'htS‘ of the

“but clearly and distinetly, he can hold.

T L
sapported by Jaw, . Then the legisla- |
fure have.the power to regulate elec-
tions.——What eléctions 2. Shall they |
b4 & phwer toregulate theirown; :m.t] «
not those of the.executive 2 What is
the plain andobvious roeaning of those

shnuld secure to the' people the.g)rivi—,
Yewes of voting for the public officers

;:pj'wei‘lege.-wi thout which men .becotne
sl-ves. Shall'we then be toldthatthis
rirht is rendered uncertain by one or
two doubtful wordsin-ancther part of
the conatitution ! Tt docs not say 'in
what anner they shall regulate el(?c,-
tions, and therefore they are lefratlib-
erty to abapt any conrse which il
not contravene that instrument.  Now
Jet zentlemen show that part orclause
of the congtitution which gives the
piwers contended for to the lieuten-
ant governors peint to the clause

sonle  Until it can be shewn .tha;\
the vight has been given to ti lieu:
tanant governor, not by implication,

the ~Mire of governor only hy suffer-
ance.  Tha 19th section 37 article of
tha constitntion, wives to the speaker
of the senate, in case of the death, re-
1roval, &c. ofthe lientenant governor
+'.c gome power which he possessed
1f the goverpor resign, die, or ré-
move from office, the liutepant gov-
ernor shzll hold his oflice until an-
other be duly qualified ; but if the
former he absent froin the state or
impeached, the latter must exércise
the office till the return or acquital of
the --overnor. WWhen any of these
contingencies happen to the lieuten-
ant wovernor in the discharee of the
office of governor, the speaker of the
scenate steps in with-equal powérs-—-He‘
is as much a constitutional officer as,
the liewtenant wovernor ; for the con-
gtitution savs that the senate shall e-
loct a spenker pro tem. &e. who in
ease of the leut-nant governor’s death
“fee, shall perform 1 the duties of gov.
ernor — Whiat ig the fact at the pre-
sent time? By the death of onr be-
Jovel governor the lieutenant govern-
or now discharges all the duties of
that office. The senate have chosen
a speaker forthat occasion, and what
has that bodv said ! Why, that heis
speaker onty during the session.  But
if the lientenant governor could hoid
the offise of covernor during the whole
term, o migit the speaker of the se-
pate ; for the constitution gives them.
the sarne powers, while discharging
the duties of governor. Suppose the
licutrnant governor were now to Jie,
what would the senate do? YWould
they choosc another speaker I Shew
me the article in the constitution which
permits them,  Suppose the present
“spraker had only one year more toact’
as senator, and that according to the
construction contended for oun thetoth-
er side, he would exercise the office:
of governor two or three years longer
than he was senator, what would be
theresyult ? Could he Ye spoaker when
he was no fonger a senator ¢ Could
be hold au ofice in the s:-nate after
his senatorial term had expired ! This
doctrine, applied to the speaker of
the senalz, lcads to these absurdities
and contradictions. According o the
dccision of the senate, their speaker
would cease to be governor at the end
ol the session, for he could be govern-
or no longer than he was speaker; so
that the senate must remain always 4o
gession or we shouid bave no govern-
ar. They wo ld huve voofficer atali
to exsrcise the duties of speaker, or
shey would buve two speakers, both e-
gually entitled tothe oftice of goveyn-
or. A man would hold the coffice of
goveirnor ‘as speaker of the senate.
when he had ceased to be speak-
er and ceased to be senator ! or we
mizht have as many governorg in four
veirs us there i3 sessionsof the genate ?
Yot through all these difficulties and
contradictions, vou wou'sw make this
man governor for four yeavs,  Such «
congruction is outragevus—it mocks
every prinziple of reason and common
scose.  Though the constitution is not
so fuil and ¢lear on the subjectas could”
be wished, yet from jts general im-
pors, from the general inteation of its
framers, and from the many absurdi-
tiea which a contrary- doctrive wotld-
invoive, we are justified-ip the conclu~
* sion that was the intention of the fra--

Pl

thould' be a new election. -But ‘we
'y jidge further of their intehtious
by the cousequznces which would fol-
low. Wty have they said that a gov-
eror shall not be eligible .for vseven
_ycurs after the close of -his term =
Wiy have they made the.term-of ex-
clusion r0 long ! Because they knew
from the sxpericace of past agedy that
a long routine-of power: in the same
“hands, witt such urity of-decision.and
promptitude of action, is.dangerous to.

public liberty and the copstitution.<=

Butif we adopt’ the construction- for

pletely destroy this principle. - I the
licutenant governor filis the office for
fonr years as governor ?-“Could we'
say ta' him that he might hold the of-
fice for ithe cuvrent- four years, but

~No, sir ; we cannpt-say it.- Heve tien

soiycly and outrageously violatedie

\

committee-will not ‘e disposed ‘to P

lead to such flagrant cons¢quences.
+ An argument has been ‘drawn from
the constitution of the United 'Statesi—"
It is contended and adwitted, thatin
case the president should die the vice-
presideat would hold the officc of pres-
ident during the residue ef the presi-
dential term, Tt will be found that the :
language in the two instriménts is es-
sentially different, and that very cir--
cumstance is evidence of a difference:
of intention. - But let us examine the
reason of the thing and we shall be fur-
ther convinced of the difference of in-
tention. By the provisions of the con-
stitution of the United States regrla-
ting the ‘mode of electing a president
and vice-pre,sidenf, which has been
changed, we shall tind that the elec-
tors did-not vote for any man specific-
ally as vice president. Each elector
ave- his vote for two men; he who
had the ‘highest number-of votes was
.pasident, and he who_had the next
highest nuwder was vice president.—
This was a wise>provision, and I think-
the consti.ution has been injured by
the change. The government of the
United States extends over an ime
mense territory, and comprehends a
vast-empire. Conscious of the princi-
pleswhich I have before laid down, the
framers of our national constitution at-
tempted to prevent any particular man
from accumulating power. They did
not in end that one man should concen.
trate all the rays of pepular favor; but
that there should be a rivalship; that
there should be at least two great men
in the eye of the nation as checks upon
each other. As neither was voted for
ag president or” as vice president, two
persons “wounld be sclected who were
gualified to fill the higher office. By
this means-that blind devotion toan in-
dividual was removed, and the people
were taught that -others might be reli-
ed upon for public trustand conf d¢nce.
Under the “operation of the original
provisiop of-the censtitiition the vice-:
president succeeded the president in
office, because he bhad the greatest
ghare of public confidence, was the
most popular, and was considered the
wost fit for the ofice. Now thecon-
stitution has been changed ; the elec-
tors vote for president and vice presi-
dent, and the latter does not in prace
tice succeed the former, and perhaps
hereafter never will, -~ The reason,
therefore, which gave rise to such @
provision in the constitution of the U..
States, did not exist in relation tothat:
of Kentucky. If the convention really
meant the licutetiant governor should
hold the whole term, they have given
us the law when the reason 18 gonc..—
We vote for une specially as governor.
and for another specially as: lieutenant
¢overnor, without any view to his qual-
ifications for the -gubernatorial chair.
The argument, therefore, which gen-
ttemen draw from the constitution of
the U. Srates is fallacions, and rather
militites against their own construc-
tion. ‘

I will not deny, Mr. Chairman, that
there are certain clauses in the consti-
tation which may be se arranged as to
appear incongruovs and contradictory
to the construction for which I contend.
But I leave it to the gentleman w!o
may sucrecd me to obviate those diffi-
culties.. Suffice it to say, that it is not
niy business (o prove that the constitu-
tion is net incougruous—1 donot say
that it is perfect. But.1 do say that
whatever power is not hy that instru-
ment expressly given, remains in the
people, and that ' I am resisting an at-
tempt to prolong the exercise of power
seyond the times and occasions per-
-nitted by the coustitution.

Such are oy views and opinicns. 1
am no far:her-wedded to'them, than as
the deliberate conelusions of my best
weflections. My mind is open to con-
viction. If gentlemen wilt rvefute my
arguments, and remove my doubts, |
piedge myself that the influence of no-
yrnoble vanity, nor narrow pride, shall
nrevent me from abandoning my error,
% adopting their more eorrect opinion,

. Torecapitulate. I have stated ‘that
"all power is inherent in the people ;.
that all powers not delegated inthe con-
stitution remain with the people § that
of all thé depariments of government
‘the executive is the most formidablein
its.encroachments and the most. dan-
gerous to the liberties of the people ;
and hence it should be guaarded with
greater: jealousy, and its powers more
strictly  defined ; that a powerful mo-
tive for:the adoption-of the new conuti-
tution-was to diminishthe power of the
governdr-and .myke him more depen-
dent on and responsible to-the people ;
that the new constitution is more demo-
cratic than tlie old one ; that it contains’

governor or speaker. of the senat® to fill
the office ofa governor deceased, or're-
inoved daring the-residue of the time
for which be was-elected j that such
power can_be obtained only by -implica-
tion and construction ; thatimplication
iy aid in the exercise of power, but
-can. hever .create it ;. that the- conse-
quenees of such implication would-be
‘repugnant to the spirit, and in subver-
sion of the fundamental principles.of
‘the constitution; that if the power con-

d hoge that on souecr seflection the

1

dopted-‘a coustruction which would'}

Teen i there bion doubt on this'sube L ed of any right of petsonof property 2.
j¥et, itis the duty of the legislature to . Wiio restrained from ‘offering.liis vows
act Jtwasalaw of the twelve tabies, inthe n
thah ‘Wwhich a severercode has_seldom ; Divine:Author of his being?
existed, but whose wisdowand-justice :

Lwitness,

|

no provision authorising the lieutenant |

have ravelybéenquestioned, that when-
ever there “arose a question between
liberty and glavery, it should be deoi--
ded in favor of ‘libesty. If then our
governmieit wis -instituted for the
good . of the people, . contrasted
with the prevogative ef power, let us
not hesitate .in . deciding . in favor of
the former. The ground .on which
we tread is holy: Do vot bya rash and
ill advised surrender, commit your
constituents-against their will, Leave
it with the péople to decide; and they.
will-decide vight.- - The people of Ken-
tucky prize their hberties, and, they
know how to preservethem. The peo-
‘ple may someiimes evt, when itis.their
interestdoio right'; hat rulers always
err, when it s their interést to do
wrong. To tle truth of this not only
frail human nature, but suffering bu-
penity, through all the extended re-
¢i8ns of oppression, bears aielancholy

- Resting on the concinus rectitude of

my motives, and ‘the justice of the
committee, whose confidence I- have
‘not descrved-to’ forfeit, I disdain, Mr.

Charrmab, to disown inthaving agitx
ted this question, the influence of feel.
ings which the meanness of suspicion
only could insinnate—or<to assign any
ocher reason forthe coursel have a-
dopted, than a sacred -regard to the
principles of the constitution and the

rights of the people, .

: ((Debate to be continued,)” |

: . S aD VPR
PRES

WasHivar.~x Crry, March 4.
- This day, at 12 o’clock, in the pre-
sence of the Srnate, most of the Rep-
resentatives in Congress, and a large
concourse of ciiizens and strangers,
the PRESIDENT ofthe United States
took the gath of office, administered
hy the Chi f Justice of the United
States, and delivered the following

| SPELECE:

1 should be destitute of feeling if
was not doeply affected by the strony
proof which my fellow citizens have
given me of their coufidence,inealling
me to the high office, whose iunctions
Iam about t0 assume, As the ex-
pression of their good opinion of ny
conduct in the public service, I derive
from it a- gratification, “whicih fhosc
whoare cunscious of hLaving done ali
that they conld to merit it. ean alone
feel. My scnsibiiity is increased by
a just estimate of the importance of
the trust, aud of the natnre and extent
of its duties; with the proper dis-
charge of which, the highest interests
‘of a great and free piople ave intimate-
ly connecicd.  Conscious .of my own
deficiency, I cannot enter on these tu-
ties without great-anxiety for the re-
sult.  Frem a just responsibility I
will never shrink ; calculating with
confidence, thaty in my best efforts to
promoie the public welfare,” my mo-
tives will always be duly appreciated,
and my conduct be viewed with that
car-dorand indulgence which I huve
cxperienced in o:her stations.

In commencing the duties of the
chicfexecutive office, it hus been the
practice of the distinguished men who
have gone before me, to explain the
principles which would govern them
in their respective administrations.ee
In following their vencrated exampie,
my attention is-naturally drawn (o the.
great causes which have concributed,
ina priacipal degree, to. nroduce the
present happy condition of the United
States. They will best explain the
‘nature of ouv duties, and shied much

IDENT'S SPEECH.

pursued in futurve,

From the commencement of our rev-
olution to the present day, almost for-
ty years bave elapsed,-and from tite
establisbment  of this - constitution
twenty eight. Through this whoie
term, the government has been, “what
niay cmphatically be calied, seif-gov-.
ernment ;and what hus been *he effect?
To whatever object “we. turn: our - at-
‘tention, whether it relates to our for-
e1gn or domesiic concernsy we find a-’
bundant causc to felicitate -eurselves
in the excellence-of out.instituiions.—
During a period fiaught with difficul-
ties, and sarked by very extraordinary
events, the United States Lave Jiour-
ished beyond example.  Their citi-
zzns, individually. have been“happy,
and the nation prosperons.. . .

Under this censiitulion, our com-
merce has been.wisely fegulated with
foreign nations, and between thie siatesy
new states have been admittedinto our’

ed, by fair and. hoiorable treaty, and

with great advantage to ‘the: original
states ; Lhe staiés respectively, protéec-

ted by the ndtional goveriment, under
a mild parental system, against-foreign
dangers, and.énjoying within their
separate'sphores by "a. .wisc partition
of power; a-just proportion of the so-
vereignty, have improved their police,
extended theii settlements, aiid atain:
ed a serength and mdturity, which “are’

the best prooisof wholesome laws,well

tended for has not-been delegated, it administeréd.” And if welook tothe
remains with the people 3 and- there- Fcondition of individuals,"whit-a. proud:|
forley thatit is competent for the legis: { spectacle does:it exhibit ? - .On whom,
latare. to exiend lo them the ¢xorcise ; bas

of this rights.- ‘

bas oppression fallen in any  quartes’
ot our Union I VWho Lias beca dcprive |

light on- the policy which ought (obe

union ; out-territory has been. enlarg-";

Py e

v

in:the mede Which Iwe préfersy. vo'the
» e’ A ' It is
“well known - (hat all these blessings.
havs beer enjoyed intheir fullest ex-
tenniand T add, with pecular-satis.
faction, that. there has been no--exam-
“ple of a capital puiishment bewg’ in.
flicted-on any one for the crimieof high
‘treason. oo

Sowme. who might admit'the compe-
tency of our government to- these -be:
“nefiecu :i'tx:ig‘:ft,,,migr»‘f*doubt’—.jt‘,' in-tri-

commuuity of natious.

isfaclory. proof in.its favor.

rope l:ad become much agitated, and
some of them seriously: convulsed,—
Destruciive wars ensued; which have,
of late 01y, been terminated. In the

eral of the parties.. J¢ was theirinter-
est to stand alvof fremn the contest, - to
demand justice from . the party com-
mitting the injury, and to cultivate, by

friendship of all. War became  at
iength incvitable, and the  result' has
shewn, that our covernment is. equal

most unfavorable circumsiances . QF
the virtue of the people,and of the he:
voic-exploits of the army, the navy and
vhe militia, I need not speak. o

" Such, then. is the happy govern-

‘mentadequate to every purpnse for
which the social compact is formed ;
a gzovernment elective inall its brauch-

Lis merit, obtein the. sigiest trust re-
cognized hy the constitution ; which

contains with it no cause of discord ;

“ernment which protecisievery citizen
in the full enjoymerit of his ri'ghts, an.t
is able to protect the nation against
injustice from foreign powers, ..

Other considerations, of ‘the highest

{ importance, admonish.-uys to cherish

our-union, and to-cling to the. govern-
ment which supportg it. Fortunate
as we aie, in our political institutions,
we have notbeen less so in other cir-
cumstances, on which our- prosperity
and - happincss esscindally dopend.-.
Situated within the temperate zoie,
and extending through many degrees
of latitude along the Atlantic, the Uni-
ted States enjoy all the variaties of cli-
mate, and everv production incident
to that portionof the globe. Penetra-
ting,.internally, to the great Lakes,
and beyond the sources of the great
rivers which communicate through
our wholeinteriory, no country was ev.
er happier with respect to its domain.
Blessed too with a fertile soil, our pro-
duce has always been very: abundunt,
leaving, evenin -years the leas:} fuvor-
able, a surplus for the wanus of our
tellow men in other countries. Such
is our peculiar felicity, that there is
not a part of our union that is not par-
ticularly intcrested in preservving - it.
The great agricultural interest of the
nation prospers under-its protection.
I Local interests are not less fostered by
it.  Our fellow citizens of the north,
engaged ip navigation, find great en-
couragement in-being made the favor-
ed cuarrierd ofthe vast productions of
the other portions of the United Siates,
while the inhabitants of these are am-
ply compensated, in their turn, by the
nursery forg seamen and naval force,
thus formed and reared up for the sup-
port of our common rights. Our
mainufacturers’ find a  generous en-
couragement by the policy which pat.
ronizes domestic industry ; and - the
surpius of our produce, a . stéady and
profitable market, by local wauts, in
‘less favored parts, at home.”
- Such,.then, being the ‘highly favor-
ed congidon ol cur country, it is the
interest of every citizen to maintainit.
What ave the dangers which menace
us? Ifany exist; they ought to be
ascertdined and guarded: against”
Inexpizining my sentiments on this
subject, it may be' asked,-what raised
s tothe prescnt happy state I How
did we -accomplish the revolution?~—
How remedy thedefects of the firstin:
scrument of ot union, by infusing iuto.
the'natiopal government sufficient pow-
.er, for ‘hational purposcs, without:im-
‘pairving the just rights of the states, or
‘affecung those of individuals? - ITow
sustain and pass.with ‘glory through
the late-war ?=, The government has
been in the:. bands of: the people. ".To
the people therefore, and-to the faith-
.ful and able-depositories of their trust,
is the creditdue. Had the people ot
‘the- United States been' educated in
different principles; ‘had they beei
Jess “intelligent, less independent; or
Jess virtuous, can,it be believed that we
‘should have maintained the same stea~

‘dy. arid consistent career, or been bles.

sed. with. the: same.success?. While,

then, the' V,CQI_lsti't)uent) body ret_ains/._its;
-present sound.apd healthful’state,.eve-

vy thing will be safe. They will.choose
conipetent and- faithful representatives.

for évery department:. It isonly when.

the pecple become . ignerant ‘and" cor-
rupt; whenthey degenerateitito a pop-
ulacey that'they are incapable of exer-'

/.

‘als which putto the tost' its strength
& eflicicicy. as a memder of the great:
N ' Here,t00, ex~
periénce bas afforded us thie most. sate
acloty. proof in it Just as
this constitution was put into action,

VA P e L oo~ . -
several of the principal states of Jus

course of these confliets, the United:
States received.greatinjury from sev-

a fair ‘and honorable ‘conduct, the-

to that, the greatesc of triais,wndir-the:

ment under which we live ; a- govern.-

vsy under which-every €itizen may, by’

none to put at variance one portion of
the community with avother ja goiv--

cising-the sovercignty. Usurpation‘is |-

e‘rso’oﬁ-‘fo‘\'m&. ) ;ﬁ‘i\c\f;'e‘o‘pie th{cﬁiséj'\yﬁ

v:

‘look fo ‘the great:
to preserve iuinzfill force.
all wise’ and constitutional Leasureg.
promoteé inteligence among the pei)pie:
as the. best-meatiy of préserving ‘o‘ué’

liberties. ..

desey@'in'g of -attentioh.: -,Eiiperiehcing
the fortune of other nations, the Uni.
ted States may’ again be involved in

f:wary-and it.thay id that'event be the
objectof the adverse: pariy to overs‘eé'
our governmenty to break our union g -
;t,igg;;i"o’li'slr,_u'si as & vation. Our diétamé A
drom-Lurope, and - t7e jast, modcra{e '

and pacific policy of our governmen;
dangers, but they.onght to he anticipa.

citigens are engaged in commerce angd
“bavigation, anud. all of them are ip 4
‘certain’ ‘_'deg*ree;- dependent on - tliejp
‘prosperous state. ‘
-in the fisneries, These intcpesis avg
‘exposed to invasion i t ie wars betwey,

-if we did-not expect it.  'We must SHpa
port our rights or lose our chavacte
and with “it. perbaps our tberties,
people-Who fail to-do it, cun scarcely
be'said to hold a place among indepens
dent pations.

crery

The sebtiment in the mind of every
“citizen, is national strength, It vught
therefore to he cherished, - '

Tosecure us airainst these danzrers,

be fortified. our armv and Navy regulae
red.upon just principles as to the force

militia be placed on the best practicas
ble. forling..  To put our extensive
coast in.such a state of defence, as 1g

| secure ourcities and interior from jpa. §

vasion, will bé atiended, with eXpense,
~but.the work when finished w:li be pery
_manent, and it is fait to presume that o
single campaigi of invasion, by a naval
force, snperior to «otr otvn, aided hyﬁ
few thousand land troops, would exa
pose us to greater. «*Xpensé, ‘Without
taking into the .estimate the loss of
propesty and distress of our citizens,
than would be sufficient for this great
work.
-should be moderate, but adequate ta
che.hecessary purposes,
to garrison and preserve our fortificas
tions and to meet the first invasions of
a foreign foe ; and while constituting
the elements of a greater force, to pn:
serve the sciencey as well as all the
necessary implemenis of wary in g
state to be brought into activity in the
cvent of war. The latter; retained
peace, might aid in malutaining the
neutrality of the United States with
dignity in the wars of otier powers,
and in saving the property of their citi.
zens from spoliation.  In time of war,
with the enlargement, of wbich the
great vaval resources of the country
render it susceptible, and which should
be duly fostered in\time of peace, it
would contrbute essentially, bothag
an auxihary of defence, and asa pows
erful engine bf annoyance, to diminish
the caiamities of war, and 10 hring the
warto aspeedy and honorable termine
atinn.

But it ought
prominently in view, tihat the ~afety of
these states, and of every thing dear 1o
f.ee people, must depend, in an cmis
nent degree on the militia,  Invae
stons may be made too formidabie ta
be resisted by any land and naval
force, which it would comport, eitier
with the principles of our government,
or the circuiastances of the U. Suatcs,
to maintain. In such cases, recourse
must he bad: to the great body of the
people, and ina manner to produce the
‘best effect.” It is of the bhighest im-
‘portance, therefore, that they be sv ore
granized, and trained, as to be prepared
for . any emcrgency. The arrange-
ment should be such, as to put at the
commai:d of the government thie ardent
-patriotism. and- youthfui vigor of the
country. It is the erisis which makes
‘the pressure, and not the laws, which
provide aremedy forit. Thisarrange-

peace, to. berthe better prepared for
war,”  ‘With such an organization, of
‘such a people, the United States have
nothing to dread from foreigr invasion.
Av its approach, an overwoclming
force of gnllant men might always Le
put.in motion.. o

- Other. interests of high importance
will claim attention ; among which, the
improvement of cur-.country by roal's
and canals, procéeding always with a
constitutional sanction,-bolds a distin-
guished-place. - By thus facilitating wé
intercourse between the states, we shall
aadd much to the convenience and come
fort of our fellow-citizens, much to the
ornament of the country ; and, what 18
of greater importance, we.shall stors
Algn;distang:es'_.. and by making each part
-more accessible to and. dependent on

the.athery'we shall bind the union 1ore

‘closely:together. Nature has done so
much for us by intersecting the: coune

try with so.many great. tivers, bays &

lakes;.approaching from distant points
SO near 10 each other,.thatitue inducee

.ment:tocomplete the work secms to be
peculiariy’strong, . A. more inierests
jogspectacle was-perhaps never seen I

thew'an casy attainmenl},-‘aud‘ an }usu_‘rph-‘}f‘thm;xg exhibjted- within the

United

1
sk

become the willinginsu uments of the;, -
own.debasement'and ruin. Let us they -
atye, and’ endeavop

L e N S N
“Davgers_trom abroad -are not legs

may-form some: security against thege

ted-and guarded against.  Muny of ous

Many are engragred -

~alier-powers, and we should disregarq §-
“the faithful admonition of experience g

A

ent o National honor is nys - §.
lional property of the highest vaive. [

our coast -and-inland frontices shold |

of each, be kept in pertect order, & oup -

Our land and naval forces. §

The former B

within the limits proper in a state of |

alwaj-s to be heid .

ment should be formed too in time of -

A eln A mema . - _aw . )
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